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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


Valentines and Love 


I'M SO sorry. If you lifted up this issue and spat or guffawed, 
I'm sorry. I know what we've done to Valentine's Day. I know we've 
made it a painful reminder of not being paired up or even romantical- 
ly involved. What other euphemism can I use? Not hooked up? Not 
sheet dancing? Not committed? (Well, the double entendre of "com- 
mitted" could definitely apply to some of us more often then not...I 
kid, I kid.) However you look at it, Valentine's Day can really smack 
for the singles. I'm sorry. 

Gifts? Chocolate? Candlelit dinner? We can buy ourselves heart- 
shaped things, eat a box of chocolate, and dine in dim lighting any 
given day. By ourselves. We can snag our own flowers on they way 
home, trim their stupid stems, and arrange them in a vase to plunk 
on the counter. And we'll stinking like it. Do we feel good when we 
do this? If not, why don't we? Is it missing that validation of knowing 
that something was a gift from someone who cares? 

This is when we need to talk ourselves off the ledge and get a 
grip. There are so many of us on the ledge that it's precarious, any- 
way. Unsafe. 

Menacing. 

It can also smack for the romantically involved. What can also 
put us on a ledge is not getting what we think we should receive on 
a day like Valentine's Day. Or, our gift not being received as we'd 
hoped. Oh, this isn't better or worse than not having a Valentine... 
it's different. But, think of the stress that happens when one person 
in the relationship is thinking that the box looks like it might contain 
jewelry, but it's really a Joni Mitchell box set. Then, the relationship 
is on the ledge, too. 

Also menacing. 

So, let's look at it from a different perspective-all of us, saddled or 
single. Whether on a ledge because we had to buy our own flowers 
or upset because the reservation was made at the wrong restaurant 
to our partner's chagrin, we can step back and look at love in a less 
limiting light. 

There is a multitude of websites talking about the Love Languag- 
es. You can take quizzes. You can buy t-shirts. You can probably 
dial up a Love Language Horoscope for all I know. They're striking a 
chord because there could be some credence to the topic of love lan- 
guages. I've heard about them for years and believe that the person 
who started the conversation with specific love languages in mind 
was Gary Chapman. Now, set aside that he may be talking from a 
perspective that may not want to be found in the pages of a GLBT 
publication (or revel in the fact that I'm throwing them in here as a 
sort of reclamation), and let's look at the love languages. Apparently, 
humans give and receive love in different ways; not all of them in- 
clude cards in the shape of a heart or are restricted to one day a year. 

Instead, Chapman asserts that there are five Love Languag- 


es. Loosely, they include 1.) what we say and how we say it (words); 
2.) how and with whom we spend time (time); 3.) the gifts that we 
give and how we come to choose them (gifts); 4.) what we do for oth- 
ers (service); and 5.) how we physically express or receive affection 
(touch). These love languages aren't all about how we receive love, 
but how we give love. Expectations of others can get wacky when we 
receive love one way but they give it in another. If I would feel loved 
by you vacuuming while you'd rather give me diamonds, we're out of 
sync. (And I'm a little daft.) 

So, for the coupled, knowing each other's love language is im- 
portant—especially at high-anticipation days such as Valentine's Day. 
But, for the singles, it's also important to look around and see how 
others show us love all the time—without being required to by virtue 
of being in a relationship. Meeting for dinner and spending time 
together is a very valid expression of love, sans flowers or chocolate. 

Think about how you might receive love. In my life, sure...Ilike 
presents and stuff, but they don't make my world go ‘round. Spend- 
ing time with friends is precious, but I probably take that more for 
granted than not. We aren't a terribly touchy lot, but we hug upon 
arrival and departure, usually Again, as a matter of course, hugs 
are expressions of love-but peripheral. None of those really get me 
too amped, but all have roles in my life. It's logical that we don't rely 
solely on one of the love languages and none of the others, but that 
we have a scale of preferences. 

It's taken a while, but I've figured myself out—at least for this era 
of my life. In romantic relations, communication is pinnacle; Гт a 
words woman. But, as far as friends and family are concerned, every 
time my people help me move to a new home, they've taken a day 
of time and given me hours of service. Whoa. Love. Not because 
I expect them to help, but because they do help. Willingly. I am 
deeply in love with my friends and family and feel great gratitude for 
their service. 

Perhaps it's what we need most at the time. Service is appreciated 
when help is required. Words are appreciated because uncertainty is 
uncomfortable. Sometimes we need a hug or require a roll in the hay. 
Тће love languages might be completely contextual. No matter how 
mysterious or situational they are, there's still something to them. 

Love helps us know who we are—as do the people with whom we 
have relationships. And, thinking about the languages of love gives 
us more even more insight. As I was working on the Valentine Gift 
Guide later in the issue, the one item that resonated was the small 
pendant that simply says "loved." It doesn't need to be written on a 
pendant and gifted, but wouldn't that be nice to know? Somehow? 

Whether Valentine's Day or any day, I hope you are loved. 

With thanks, 

Andy О 
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Lead independent lives through 
Independent Living Skills classes, 
GLBT support groups, one on 
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7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
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www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
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investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special 95 
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Contact us today to find out 
all we have to offer. 
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Es к, % 1600 University Ave Suite 16 Капда S. Johnson (65 1) 646-3755 | 
è 2 St.Paul, MN 55104 Attorney at Law www.rsjlaw.com 
? = 651-646-8342 
d "a www.mcil-mn.org Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
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Dr. John Foley 
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МЎ A WORD IN EDGEWISE | EB. Boatner 


For the Rain It Raineth Every Day 


FIVE MEN in Britain, wrote The Washington Post recently, are 
on trial for distributing leaflets titled “The Death Penalty” calling for 
gay people to be killed, and depicting a noose. They were charged 
under a new law that makes such actions a hate crime. 

Quoted as calling the leaflets “frightening and nasty,” prosecutor 
Bobbie Cheema said the five were “part of a small group of men who 
distributed horrible, threatening literature, with quotations from reli- 
gious sources and with pictures on them, which were designed to stir 
up hatred and hostility against homosexual people.” 

Back on our side of the pond, the state of Tennessee has jumped 
in where Michigan feared to tread, with legislative bill HB1153. Us- 
ing wording similar to those recently stricken from the Michigan 
Bill, the Family Action Council of Tennessee (FACT) is promoting 
state legislation to protect bullies who attack fellow students for their 
real-or perceived-sexual orientation. Like it’s defunct Michigan 
counterpart, HB1153 has specific protections for any students who 
wish to push their “religious, philosophical or political views." 

Now, we have our own “Minnesota Nice" version of anti-gay big- 
otry, recently presented to the Anoka-Hennepin School District 11 


by Brian Lindquist and Mike Skaalerud of the Parents Action League 
(PAL). This group doesn’t yet suggest their progeny has the right 
to taunt and bully other children armored in the self-righteousness 
of their religion or moral beliefs. Instead, they announce that homo- 
sexuals are using the spurious theme of school safety “to advance a 
much broader agenda, the legitimization of homosexuality and re- 
lated conduct to impressionable school children.” 

To this end, PAL seeks to erase any mention of homosexuality and 
replacing any GLBT studies or GSA groups with a list (not read at the 
time) of “pro-family, ex-homosexual, ex-transgender information to 
all counselors, school psychologists [and] classroom teachers.” 

PAL invoked Meyers v. Nebraska as a possible cause for their 
taking legal action—a 1923 Supreme Court case involving Nebraska’s 
1919 law preventing the teaching of foreign languages-i.e. German. 
In a recent Edgewise, I said that Michigan's changes made, “А ћар- 
pier ending, but still a cautionary tale illustrating that one must be 
continually vigilant to ensure that others' religious and moral codes 
are not being forced on the general population." It's not over by along 
shot. O 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, 
Administrative Law, Real Estate, and Mediation. 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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400 St. Peter Street * St. Paul, MN 55102 • 651-224-2354 
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INDEPENDENT  PREK-12 CO-EDUCATIONAL COLLEGE PREP 


Office of Admission 651-748-5577 
moundsparkacademy.org 


2051 Larpenteur Avenue East 
Saint Paul, MN 55109 
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Aging isn't easy. Q 


Caregiving doesn't need uA. 
to be hard. сруши 


TRAINING TO SERVE 
Board of Directors 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 

at 

Home 
In Home Care & Assistance 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


Brian Johnston, 
Loan Officer 
NML#362936 
brian@femort.com 
959.697.3595 Office 
619.356.9005 Cell 


David Lozinski, 
Sr. Loan Officer 


FIRST EQUITY eae 
MORTGAGE 


952.697.3525 Office 

619.868.6968 Cell 
“Gay owned and operated” 
e HUD, FHA, VA approved. 


Small company feel, 
Big company products. 
$1 Billion in loans originated. 
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QUORUM 


MOVIEGOINGREDEFINED 


MAKE YOUR VALENTINE’S DAY ICONIC 


this valentine’s day, make your evening iconic by joining us for 
special vip 21+ premium reserved presentations of the vow. 
pre-order your tickets and choose your seats now. 


JOIN US TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 


FOR A LIMITED TIME, SIP OUR LOVE 
POTION MARTINI FEATURING GIN, 

ST. GERMAIN, LEMON, STRAWBERRY 
INFUSED SIMPLE SYRUP, & TOPPED 

WITH SPARKLING, FINISHED WITH A 
STRAWBERRY GARNISH. OR, ENJOY A 
PAIR OF GLASSES OF WYCLIFF SPARKLING 
WITH A STRAWBERRY GARNISH. 


E l 
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Lavender offers you more great 
ways to 


е LENS | Sophia Hantzes 


Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to 


receive alerts and invitations to Lavender events. Е | R ST TH U R 5 D AY 


Download Big Gay News & Wanda Wisdom at iTunes.com. LORING KITCHEN & BAR JANUARY 4 


Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you 
via BigGayNews.com. Ре 


Listen to Wanda Wisdom’s daily radio show, and check out her hilarious 


| y 
videos on YouTube.com. ~ 

Ji meme ' б 
FOLLOW US. 


THE LIVE CONCERT MUAF 


JANUARY 14 
Asian Pacific Islanders United For All Families 
Community Kick-Off Event 
n 
WITH M GUEST | = 


ORDER TICKETS TODAY! 


Y CARDINAL 
S THEATRICALS 
| 


Seven Sushi & Steakhouse | 700 Hennepin Avenue 
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SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


19 BAR January 16 


Saturday; February 11 the Town House Bar & "Sparkle" 
PRESENTS 


A Celebration of Shague{ 
24 “биге to Lexie Versace 
8pm-10pm 9 


Join 5ћаупе'5 friends апа 
family) юг a "5оста!". 


10pm- Midnight 
Mhe cast of "Sparkle" pays 
tribute to Lexie Versace. 


Your,)Neighborhood|Bar, with EREE} Parking. 
"LWAYS!SOMETHING|GOING:ON!, 


Your Friendly Bar Welcoming Everyone. Serving Our GEBT Communi ity For 42 Years! 
Check daily happenings at Townhousebar.com or The Town House Bar on 


1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL • MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL 
651-646-7087 • WWW.TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 
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| ET 


Photo by Paul Nixdorf 


Your Neighborhood Bar with FREE Parking. 
ALWAYS SOMETHING GOING ON! 

Your Friendly Bar ах Everyone. Serving Our GLBT Community For 42 Years! 
Check daily happenings at Townhousebar.com or The Town House Bar on E} 

1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL • MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL | 
651-646-7087 • WWW.TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 


CLOUTIER & BRANDL»-»a. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. 


* Auto Accidents * Criminal Defense 

* Family/Divorce/Custody Domestic Partnerships 

* Second Parent Adoptions * Employment Discrimination 
* Wills & Trusts * Bankruptcy 


Mr. Саде 


RAIL & DOMESTIC 
RY. 


Elizabeth Cloutier Jean Brandl 
PFLAG Member Rainbow Families Member 


612.332.5100 


www.cb-lawyers.com 
12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


се асат, 
JOPEN Mont Fri ЈРМ 2ЈАМ | Satr ип 1 ЈРМ:2ЈАМ | 


“асои рае оа 


чау 
ја йа манда нчы. 


V ORC? 


JO Wi Win Sey о (GUA) STAGES о www. d9bar.itgo.com 


УИК Proudly, Our осе 1952 
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AM950radio.com d voie 


НАР" 


Photo by Mike Hnida 


Nothing makes the long, cold winter nights pass more quickly than when the heart-felt 
home fires are fully stoked. Valentine’s Day is a perfect evening to spend tucked into a 
quiet corner, stealing admiring gazes, sharing bites of delicious foods and celebrating the 
heart that grows ever fonder. It’s also the busiest restaurant night in the industry, so get 
those reservations set and make sure your date’s calendar is clear, we have a list of our 
favorite date night spots to toast your sweet heart. 


La Belle Vie ¥ Old world class drips from the crystal chan- 
deliers. In the dining room denizens of servers await your ev- 
ery wish. Before you’ve even realized that a dish is done, or a 
wine glass has approached the bottom, someone arrives to care 
for each need, allowing you ample time for soul gazing with your 
besotted. While the formal dining room might be a bit of a steep 
price tag for some, the lounge is just as elegant and allows guests 


to order from the smaller portions on the bar menu. The crepes 
with miniscule drops of sunshine masquerading as quail eggs 
is one of the most elegant, delicate and deliciously constructed 
dishes in the city. Meanwhile, the incredibly talented Diane Yang 
creates edible sculptures of pastry that wouldn’t look out of place 
on display in any gallery. It’s simply the best of the best, and isn’t 
that what your love deserves? 
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Cassoulet at Meritage. Photo by Andy Lien 


Corner Table * This small neigh- 
borhood gem has undergone big changes 
this year. What was once run by Farm to 
Table advocate and Chef Scott Pampuch is 
now under the care of Nick Rancone and 
his wife Chenny. The kitchen is manned by 
Thomas Boemer, who has some big time 
credentials, coming to Minneapolis from 
the Las Vegas kitchen of Alain Ducasse. 
They are still churning out fresh, seasonal 
cuisine with a generous amount of luscious- 
ness. Their cassoulet, creamy white beans 
may be a traditional French peasant dish, 
but as served by this staff, is the height of 
elegance. Nick’s background is with some 
old-school Chicago steakhouses, so service 
is more what you’d expect with white lin- 
ens rather than neighborhood joints. Ask 
them to pair the wine; they never miss. The 


restaurant itself is intimate and just dim 
enough to compliment a romantic mood 
while they spin classic LP’s to set the res- 
taurants ambiance, which is always inti- 
mate, comfortable and elegant. 


Meritage У There's something so in- 
herently romantic about the French - from 
the lyrical language, to the origination of 
the great wines, to the food. Dishes dipped 
in butter, supple oysters, the intricate love 
of pastries, the French take their food seri- 
ously. The best spot to dip your toes in a bit 
of French culinary delight is to snag a small 
bistro table at Russell and Desta Klein's Mer- 
itage in downtown Saint Paul. Gaze through 
the wall-length windows in the ethereally lit 
park while enjoying elegant bits of scrump- 
tious food. After adding the oyster bar last 


oD. 


year, the drinks available at Meritage have 
risen to the top of the liquorati’s must-sip list. 
Try a Sauzerac; all bitter and scandalous and 
wickedly saucy like any good affair. 


Piccolo ¥ Great does not have to mean 
big. Doug Flicker's tiny restaurant in South 
Minneapolis astounds mouths night after 
night. Flicker is a master of flavor and given 
any ingredient, be it hamachi collar a pig trot- 
ter, he elevates the humble to the regal. The 
menu, like the restaurant, is small, but care- 
fully curated. The staff is attentive and affable, 
incredibly well-versed in the menu and wine 
list with a deft ability to select pairing. They 
are also kind enough that if you were to say, 
knock over a wine glass and watch it loudly 
clang its way around the entire dining room 
floor, a server would quickly swoop it 
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Victory 44 


up and never for one second judge you as 
a klutz that you may very well be. Not that 
I know about this sort of circumstance first 
hand. (I promise not to interrupt your meal.) 


Victory 44 ¥ When thinking ofa gastro- 
pub type setting that made a splash with the 
revolutionary idea of chefs as servers in the 
North metro area, another name might pop 
into mind, but Victory 44 is a neighborhood 
spot worth driving to. Tucked back in a far 
corner that may technically be Minneapolis, 
but feels like Robbinsdale, this sweet spot is 
presided over by Chef Erick Harcey. A chef 
who is just as comfortable preparing food 
with liquid nitrogen as he is simply butcher- 
ing cuts of pork, he creates cuisine that is as 
intimately familiar as it is fresh and exciting. 


The Perfect Burger and Bacon Fries at Victory 44. Photo by Andy Lien 


While a simple burger and fries includes the 
genius that is bacon powder, I'd urge a little 
adventure in this dining experience. His com- 
mitment to snout to tail cuisine means that 
items like sweetbreads, terrines or anything 
involving a duck will be divine. Go ahead, 
take a little risk, the rewards can be so sweet. 


Little Szechuan У St. Louis Park - 
What better way to stoke those fiery love 
embers than by coating your mouth in the 
wickedly floral spice of the Szechuan pep- 
percorn? This new location serves most 
of the same traditional dishes of the restau- 
rant's original location, but these new digs 
are way swankier; elegance with chop sticks. 
For a dinner inferno, I recommend the beef 
in spicy broth for the red-faced sweat. The 


tea-smoked duck is a much milder, though 


thoroughly flavored packed meal. Sip on 
the subtly flavored complimentary green 
tea served with each meal. The heat of the 
tea helps with the heat of the blazing dishes, 
strange, but wonderfully true. 


Riverview Wine Bar Exqui- 
sitely intimate, this small bistro abuts the 
neighborhood coffee shop. Open only in 
the evenings with dim lights and a roar- 
ing fire, this is a perfect setting for lovers 
who'd like to feel like they're the only two 
in the room. Soothing music enhances 
the romance as does the labyrinth of wine 
flights. Travel all over the world by the 
glass. The food is rustic and straightfor- 
ward with some fantastic pizzas. 
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-~ Celebrate the 7 
New Year with a Newly; 


Remodeled Bathroom: 
и сы ГЕ. _ 


NEW YEAR 


NEW YOU 


IT'S YOUR RESOLUTION - BUT IT'S MY JOB. 


Y | "Й a ћ 


т? 


I'LL PUSH YOU AND SUPPORT YOU AS YOUR CONFIDENCE GROWS по TE SBE о АЕ WATT 


YOUR WAISTLINE SHRINKS үш гь 
AND YOU REACH YOUR GOALS, WHATEVER THEY MAY BE 
Re-Bath|Floorsystem| 
Surround Бет ton $ 5OOJorriany4Re;Bath]system 
RE-BATH 195243221933 
© Lifetime Warranty, 
e FREE In-Home) Estimates 


‘RE-BATH 0523 7132-1933 


1300; Bathtub, b1(158002228.4882) 


= 
www. finn ЕДЕБИ сот 
"росапујоитевјапајоретатеа у =) License/#062249PMp Š 


CALL 612.378.8898 ТО GET STARTED ON THE NEW YOU МОМ! 
OR VISIT GETFITNESSTOGETHER.COM 


*NEW CLIENTS ONLY - OTHER TERMS APPLY - EXPIRES 02/29/2012 


TRIAL WEEK 


Msc 


With you when youve banking on cach othe ee 


У Personal Financial Review You've found one another and 
you're ready to take the next big step — sharing expenses. Talk to 
someone who can help you navigate the maze of your personal finances 
and help you take control of your financial situation. Wells Fargo has 

a wide range of accounts and services including flexible checking and 
savings accounts, investments, and loans, and we'll work with you to 
create a financial strategy that works for you both. Speak with a Wells Fargo 
banker today, and take your next big step with confidence. 


wellsfargo.com 


Together we'll go far 


© 2010 Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (132433 00826) 
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joan’s in the Park У The exterior 
belies the sweet familial surrounding held 
within this new entry to the neighborhood 
restaurant running. joan’s in the Park is 
owned and run by partners Joan Schmitt 
and Susan Dunlop who serve steakhouse 
fare balanced with just a touch of femininity. 
Joan, the chef, takes down the beef herself, 
so the steaks are perfectly cut, gorgeously 
prepared, and served by the gracious front 
of house managed by Dunlop. Their love is 
evident in every wall adornment, each table 
setting and shared with every diner. The 
mindfully selected wine list with some gor- 
geous, bold decrees of flavor pair beautifully 
with the steaks flat-breads and pronounce- 
ments of undying love. 


Restaurant Alma У James Beard 
award winning chef, Alex Robert’s restau- 
rant has the confident cool swagger that’s 
so easy to bask in. While they’ve been open 
for almost thirteen years, they continue to 
take seasonal, sustainable ingredients and 
produce elegantly delicious dishes. The en- 
tire restaurant is all supple blonde wood that 
dances in the shimmering candle light. The 
room noise hovers at just the right volume 
to protect your every word, so if you slip and 
use that schmoopy nickname, no one will be 
the wiser. 


Wilde Roast Café * It may seem an 
obvious choice, but it's hard to ignore this 
spot. What was once a cozy coffee house has 
become a café destination. The expanded 
menu includes an affordable, approachable 
wine list alongside plenty of local brews. 
The seating allows for you to snuggle on a 


/ 
ДЇ, a 


И 


couch or tuck away in a dimly lit corner. It’s 
also a relaxed atmosphere where you are 
sincerely welcomed. The food is straight- 
forward American Bistro Fare, also a great 
pick if your sweetie is a bit picky. While we 
Rat Lavender may give a lot of love to Wilde 


t C ife ||| | || | | 
А Д | ih | 
Aii ill | || 


Intimate seating at Wilde Roast. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


Roast (our perennial Fab 50 winner,) it’s only 
because it’s a deep, sustaining love that only 
grows stronger with time, a perfect toast to a 
holiday built for love. 
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4 Stay on top of your savings 


with SAR, 


Savings Today ° 
And Rewards Tomorrow™ 


S.T.A.R.T. is the automatic savings plan that lets you save at your own расе. 
Whether you want to go slow or fast, you decide how you want to save and how 
much. Reach $1,000 in savings and you'll earn a $50 U.S. Bank Rewards Visa® 
Card. Keep the savings balance for a year, and earn another $50. With online 


tools to track your progress, S.T.A.R.T. makes it easy for everyone to save. us ban k 


All of us serving you? 


T branch EJusbank.com/START &} 800.720.2265 [5] m.usbank.com 


Enrollment is required. A qualifying transfer from your Package Checking account to your Package Money Market Savings account must be scheduled and maintained. You must open and/or maintain an active U.S. Bank 
Package, including a Silver, Gold or Platinum Checking account AND a Money Market Savings account. A minimum deposit of $50 is required to open a Checking account and a minimum of $25 is required to open a Money 
Market Savings account. All regular account opening procedures apply. Certain conditions apply to U.S. Bank Packages. Credit products are subject to normal credit qualifications and approvals. Other conditions and 
restrictions may apply. Program is subject to change. See the S.T.A.R.T. Program Agreement for detailed information. The U.S. Bank Rewards Visa Card cannot be reloaded with additional funds, nor can it be used at an ATM. 
Terms and conditions apply and fees may apply to Rewards Cards. For complete terms and conditions see the U.S. Bank Rewards Visa Card Agreement available at www.myusbankcorporaterewards.com. Deposit products 
offered by U.S. Bank, N.A. ©2012 U.S. Bancorp. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 


f .com/usbank 


MAKING 
SWEET LOVE: 


There should be some ancient historical bond that connects 
chocolate with lovers. But the old world was only introduced to 
chocolate through the voyages of Christopher Columbus and Her- 

nando Cortez, who was granted his first taste by the great Mont- 
ezuma himself. Both Cortez and Columbus brought this strange 
delight with them on the long voyage home, where the Spanish 
court kept their prize a closely-guarded secret for almost 100 
years. However, even after the Spaniards lost control of their 
treasure, chocolate remained a plaything for the well-to-do. 
And yet, it wasn’t this element of forbidden luxury that 
bound chocolate inextricably with romantic love. Choco- 
late remained marginalized until it was given to U.S. sol 
diers in World War II to help sustain them through the 
horrors of battle. And it was these same war-weary 
men who introduced it to their sweethearts once 
they finally returned. By the 1970s, 90% of the can- 
dy purchased for Valentine’s Day was chocolate. 
It certainly isn’t the romantic story one 
hopes for when one goes scouting. Still, 
we have enjoyed a long, dramatic affair 
with chocolate, filled with violence and 
greed, and a passion that borders on 
obsession. Chocolate has helped us 
through some of our darkest, lone- 
liest hours. To ignorant eyes, 
chocolate reveals none of its 
riches, but once tasted, 
it quickens the pulse, 
stimulates the sens- 
es, and surren- 
ders pleasure 
in its purest 
form. 
Per- 


haps it is an apt 
metaphor for love 
after all. 

Robyn Dochterman 
and her long-time partner, 
Deidre Pope, had often made 
chocolates for Christmas. Dochter- 
man, a former journalist with the Star 
Tribune (and before that, Equal Time), 
knew she wanted to pursue something 
food-related, but once she took a class with 
the French Pastry School, artisan chocolates be- 
came her passion. Since then, she’s studied under 
Christophe More and Jean-Marie Auboine, and will 
soon be applying air brush techniques from Chris Han- 
mer (Top Chef: Just Desserts). 

Even for those who have experienced fine chocolates 
from around the world, Dochterman offers something en- 
tirely unique-exquisite chocolate, inventive flavors and local 
ingredients, presented with such beauty that opening a box lit- 
erally takes one’s breath away. 

However, when the duo opened up shop at Marine St. Croix in 
the spring of 2010, many of their neighbors thought they wouldn’t 
last. Marine is a small town of about 700, and sustaining an artisan 
chocolate shop year round seemed unlikely. But excellent chocolate 
has a strange way of being addictive. Dochterman explains, “There will 
always be someone local who will come in. Even last year when we got 
140 of snow, а local came in and bought chocolate. And I just have such an 
overwhelming gratitude for people who have made us part of their lives.” 

There are flavors that Dochterman doesn’t dare eliminate, because, as 
she puts it, “There would be hell to pay.” However, the shop introduces sea- 
sonal inspirations that take advantage of local ingredients like black rasp- 
berries, wild grapes, black walnuts, and even violets. “I had violets bloom- 
ing in my backyard...so I learned to candy the violets and make violet 


Deidre Pope (left) and Robyn Dochterman. Photo by Margaret Andrews 
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OFF THE EATEN PATH 


liqueur and violet extract, and I made a violet chocolate,” she states. 
Additionally, Dochterman gets as many ingredients as she can from 
local, organic sources. Milk and cream come from Crystal Ball Farms 
in Osceola; their maple syrup hails from Franconia. Even their own 
wildflower honey makes its way into their chocolate. Chocolate, how- 
ever, is a tropical product, and so Dochterman selects only the best 
from single-source, organic and fair trade companies around the world. 
Her confections often incorporate a textural element, as in her pea- 
nut butter chocolate, which balances a rich peanuty center that strad- 
dles the line between creamy and crunchy, with milk chocolate that’s 
pleasantly assertive. And like many European chocolatiers, Dochter- 
man often incorporates layers of intense flavor that develop as one 
savors each bite. For this experience, try her pear caramel: home- 
made sweet pear jelly and luscious caramel, encased in a milk choc- 
olate shell. Pop it in your mouth, roll it around on your tongue, 
and bite down slowly. Do this while still in her shop, and never 
mind if Dochterman waits for your reaction. “Watching people 
eat chocolate...I should make a Youtube video of it because it 
makes you smile. It makes you happy to make other people 
happy,” she says. 
Dochterman will be making several special products 
for Valentine’s Day, including new flavors, heart-shaped 
chocolates and special boxes. Additionally, St. Croix 
Chocolate Company is working with several local art- 
ists to create keepsake boxes and unique molds. For 
more information or to make a purchase, visit st- 
croixchocolateco.com, call the shop at 651-433- 
1400, or swing by 261 Parker Street. 

And as for love and chocolate, Dochterman 
credits both her partner Diedre, and her 
involvement with the gay community for 
helping her follow her heart "There's 
a huge amount of pride in the com- 
munity. I think I’ve always carried 
that with me no matter what I did. 
You just go about the business 
of being yourself, and loving 
yourself the same way 
you love whoever you 
love.” 


END OF SEASON 
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Mintahoe 
CATERING & EVENTS 
Award-winning catering, event planning 


and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Cháteau at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 
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Miracle Mile Shopping Center • 5425 Excelsior Blvd. • St. Louis Park International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 
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1. You Are the Cheese to My Macaroni Sign ($19.95). 2. Ceramic Red Bowl with Wooden Heart Spoon ($39.95). 3. Lollia In Love Bubble Bath 
($35.95). 4. "loved." Pendant ($34.00). 5. Heart Cup & Saucer Set ($49.95). АП items from Patina, 6 Metro Locations, www.patinastores.com. 
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Non Sticky Bondage гре 


Obly Sticks to Ifself! 


1.1 Dare You Sealed Seductions ($14.95). 2. Swoon "Happy Endings!" Luxury Cashmere Hand-Job and Masturbation Sleeve ($23.00). 3. Crys- 
tal Delight Gem Plug ($125.00). 4. Non-Sticky Bondage Tape ($14.00); Vanilla Bondage Silky Ties Kit ($13.00); Lelo Silk Sutra Chainlink Cuffs 
($99.99). Items 1-4 from Smitten Kitten in Minneapolis, www.smittenkittenonline.com. 5. Cheeky Valentines from MARA-Mi ($3.00 - $5.00) 


from MARA-Mi in Stillwater, www.mara-mi.com. 
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HONEY DUST’ 


Kissable body powder 
with feather applicator. 


| Poudre de corps qui s’embrass¢ 
avec plumeau applicateur. 


1. Thigh-High Athletic Socks ($11.95); Male Power Mesh Mini-Shorts ($21.95); Dreamgirl Dazzle Me Chemise ($29.95); Nitran Black Twilight 
Pouch ($14.95), all from Fantasy Gifts, 10 Metro Locations, www.fantasygifts.com. 2. Compagnie de Provence Rose-Scented Foam Bath, 
Shower Gel, Bar Soap, and Hand Cream from MARA-Mi ($6.00 - $20.00) in Stillwater, www.mara-mi.com. 3. Plus-Size La Siréna Steel Boned 
Corset ($149.95) and Edwardian Cotton & Lace Camisole ($34.95) from Hips & Curves, ww.hipsandcurves.com. 4. Kama Sutra Kissable 
Honey Dust with Feather Applicator ($16.95) from Fantasy Gifts. 5. Duff Goldman Valentine's Day Cake Pop Kit ($19.99), Cake Pops ($10.99/ 
doz, custom orders welcome), and Cherry White Chocolate Shortbread Cookies ($3.99) at MARA-Mi . 
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A network of care, all around you. 
If you live in Hennepin County, chances are good 
there’s an HCMC clinic nearby. These multi-specialty 
clinics accept most health plans, allow you to 


manage your care with 24-hour online access to 
MyChart and are ready to provide expert health 
care for you and your family. 


2736 Chowen Avenue South - Minneapolis 
Stunning Arts & Crafts beauty with top improvements. Spa-like owner's suite, large 
eat-in kitchen w/stainless steel has open flow ideal for entertaining. Desirable location faces 
open green space. 1 block to Cedar Lake! Close to Uptown and 2 commuter bike trails 


www.2736Chowen.com a clinic near you at 


| Find out more, and 
hcmc.org/clinics. 


Evan Hermodson Downtown Primary and Specialty Care Clinics 
REALTORS, CRI Edina Realty.. Brooklyn Center Clinic • Brooklyn Park Clinic * East Lake Clinic 
www hermodson com e'612:821:4282 Richfield Clinic • Whittier Clinic • St. Anthony Village Clinic 


Serious about keeping your resolutions this year? 
Let the YWCA of Minneapolis help you get fit and save money. 
Join the YWCA of Minneapolis during January and get $100 off the Joiners Fee. 


Offer good on new Adult, Family and м eliminating racism с al 
Young Professional memberships. The Power to Soar empowering women yw 
Some exceptions apply. MINNEAPOLIS 
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= SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


Tracie Bennet as Judy Garland. Photo by Robert Day 


Tracie Bennett, 
the Guthrie’s Judy 
Garland 


Tracie Bennett Talks About the Exploitation of a Child Star Whose 


Legacy is Gay Legend 


“There wasn’t а thing that gal couldn’t do – except take care of 
herself.” - Bing Crosby 

Judy Garland (1922-69) was perhaps the greatest musical star 
Hollywood ever produced. 

Her short life still haunts us and has been the subject of many 
stage treatments. But playwright Peter Quilter’s smash hit London 
musical, End ofthe Rainbow, is considered to be the gold standard. It now 
plays in a limited run at the Guthrie with Tracie Bennett, its London star. 
'Though this ecstatically praised play with music features various 
Garland vocal mainstays like The Trolley Song, Come Rain or Shine, 
and Somewhere Over the Rainbow, Bennett says it's about "acting 
pieces rather than songs, so it's not a tribute. There's elegant Judy, 


happy Judy, old-fashioned medley film You Made Me Love You Judy, 
the drugged Judy, and then we see 'absolutely fucking it up in the 
concert' Judy." 

Judy Garland was born Frances Ethel Gumm in Grand Rapids, 
Minnesota in 1922. Rumor has it that the family had to leave town 
because her father, Frank, made passes at young local men. Her 
mother by all accounts was cruel. And both parents, who were 
vaudevillians, promoted Frances Ethel and her two sisters, Mary 
Jane and Dorothy Virginia, as a singing trio before Frances Ethel 
became Judy Garland when signing on with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
(MGM) in 1935. When she died of a drug overdose in 1969, some say 
that the shock and disbelief by Judy's adoring gay fans fed into 
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t lee fine designer jewelry 


The union of recycled metals to LAS ER: B ODY C ONTOURING 
fair trade gemstones brings the I S YO UR AN SWE R! 
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All pieces are hand made by The Comfortable Way to Tone and Tighten 
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Luxury without pretense Non-invasive Laser Contouring 


(612) 789-2656 


Call to Schedule Your 
Complimentary Consultation 


(952) 288-2230 


Physician Supervised METROPOLITAN 
www.theMonfrance.com 7300 France Ave S. #300, Edina, MN 55435 


LOOK BETTER, FEEL BETTER, BE BETTER 
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18 University Ave NE 
Minneapolis MN 55413 
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Done the way 
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a total commitment to EARN your trust. 


2520 Broadway Drive 
Lauderdale, MN 55113 


(651) 224-4717 


www.hamlineautobody.com pu 
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the fury of gay lib’s historic Stonewall Riots. 

Judy made several memorable films. Meet Me in St. Louis was one of 
the most popular films of the 1940s and her astounding turns in A Star 
is Born and Judgement at Nuremberg are among her most admired 
performances. She married Vincente Minnelli, who directed two 
of the 1950s’ greatest films, An American In Paris and Some Came 
Running, which I submit is The Great American Film. Minnelli was 
often said to be gay or bisexual. Their daughter Liza (Cabaret, Tell 
Me That You Love Me, Junie Moon, and The Sterile Cuckoo) became 
a phenomenon herself. Garland’s other daughter, Lorna Luft (father, 
Sid Luft), is a highly accomplished actress herself. Both daughters 
have been enduring supporters of GLBT equality and AIDS funding. 
I spoke with Olivier-winner Bennett about her views and research. 
I was struck by how far we’ve come yet how similar we still are 
regarding the values of Judy’s time on earth. Consider how GOP Tea 
Partyers in some state legislatures and Congress actually want to roll 
back child labor laws. In the past, the lack of such laws paved the way 
for exploitation of child actors and other child workers. 


JT: Judy Garland is perhaps the biggest show biz icon in 
gay culture. There’s a kind of goddess worship of brilliant 
female singers that gay men have long exalted. What are your 
thoughts on her popularity with gay men over the generations? 
TB: It’s not just the goddess worship thing, it’s the connection with 
the tragedy surrounding her. My gay friends in London said that at 
that time they wanted to protect her. She’s vulnerable and they all 
wanted to protect her because their story is her story. She sings the 
torch songs and the tragedy songs. Like they would understand the 
torture of her life. That’s what they tell me. 


JT: Judy’s drug addiction is said to have begun at a very young 
age. 

TB: When she was hired to to the studio (MGM) by age 11 or 12 
then the wonder drugs came in like dexadrine. And nobody knew 
they were addictive. They were marvelous, allegedly. They got 
you up. You looked fabulous. You slimmed down. Your brain was 
focused. And they were fantastic and they were the hardcore ones 
that obviously she kept taking. But I believe that by the time she 
did The Wizard of Oz (released in 1939) that she was totally an addict. 


JT: Alot points to her mother being very domineering. She was 
the classic stereotypical stage mother and enabled what we 
might call today, her prescription drug use. 

TB: It might be hearsay but apparently she didn’t like her mother at 
all - the control element. She was allegedly very pushy in the studio. 
The control that her mother had and that the studio had, to either get 
married or not get married, to not have a baby or get a baby. What 
does that do to to a person? What does it mean when you can't get 
a Knickerbocker Glory when you're 12? You want a Knickerbocker 
Glory! You want to be a kid! But of course, you're working! And 
the laws were very different then. But the mother thing got kind of 
sorted out because she died in a car park (parking lot). But she did 
have kind of a love/hate relationship. 


JT: Her second husband Vincente Minnelli - how did he 
shape her? 

'TB: He made her beautiful. She felt fabulous. He was a gentle man. 
Тћеу take him for gay, whether he was or not. He couldn't deal with 
her by the end. There's a story. They were married. She was in Paris. 


They were walking down the Seine and she said ‘hold my hand’ and 
she had a vial of pills and she just threw them in the River Seine. 
And there was an unwritten thing meaning I will never take these 
again. I don't need them. Well of course, she did because he started 
working really hard on something or other and she was getting more 
and more demanding. So she felt left alone. So the more she got left 
alone the more she took tablets again and the more he got into work. 


JT: There was a very different view of children and child labor 
when Judy was growing up. She was a girl of her time and then 
some. It's very easy for people of different circumstances and 
of later generations to get puritanical and call her a slut or a 
dope addict. 

ТВ: That era was a nightmare! Of course, they wouldn't know the 
difference maybe then that we do now. It's hard to erase what we 
know now and look back then, now isn't it? It wasn't easy for women 
and I’m sure it wasn't easy for anyone. 

My own mother wasn't allowed to buy property unless she was 
married. My mother said she couldn't have a bank account, so 
maybe you did have to have a protector who dealt with your money. 
(In Hollywood) Lana Turner could go out because she was a sex 
symbol - with a chaperone. But Judy couldn't even go out because 
she was meant to have a family-oriented kind of image - the girl next 
door image. 

Itshocks me that people used to get married so many times. But they 
couldn't live together ‘in sin’ could they? That must have changed 
somebody's head - marrying people too quickly. Not just Judy 
-everybody! Because you couldn't kind of live together. That puts 
terrible pressure on people. 

You were meant to be like this. You were meant to be like that. You 
were meant to do this. You were not meant to do that. People still look 
at me and say, you're not married. You must be a lesbian. And I'm like 
no. What if I didn't want to? We've got the opportunity to say that now 
without bothering, but there's still that kind of bigotry somewhere 
down the line. But then, in that era, she must have been driven 
bananas with control. 


JT: As much as I love, and I do love, vintage Hollywood films, 
I now know how stringently controlled the actors were. Actors, 
for whom observation of people is central to their acting 
craft. But how can you observe when everyone in public is 
observing you? 

ТВ: That's absolutely very true. But the other side of it is that inside 
that contract for seven years you knew what that entails. Now I’m not 
saying that Judy did because she was a kid for God's sake. 


JT: Her mother would have handled all that. 

ТВ: Exactly. So she, by default, had to do what she was told without 
being given the choice, nor (did she as a child) have the intellect 
maybe, legally to read everything. She wouldn't have known. So 
you pushed and pulled. A lot of mothers were doing that at the time. 
They're still doing it now. And you're going: haven't you learned 
anything? L1 


End of the Rainbow 

Through Mar. 11 

Guthrie Theater, 818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 
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Haven't 
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taxes 

in a few 
years? 


(BUT WE’RE HERE JUST IN CASE 
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BUCHHOLZ & BURKE, PLLC 


John Buchholz & Allison Burke 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
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$3 Happy Hour snacks, beer & wine 
2pm -5pm Monday thru Saturday 


THE КЕ 
Everyone Welcome, Every Day. WEDGE 


2105 Lyndale Ауе S | M-F 9-10 S & S 9-9 | www.wedge.coop 
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Greek Restaurant e Catering Service 


Sy 


Minneapolis - (612) 871-2111 
St. Paul - (651) 224-6000 
Minnetonka - (612) 912-1000 
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Nick Rancone, new face at the front of the house of Corner Table (left). Photo by Hubert Bonnet; Thomas Boemer in the kitchen at 


Corner Table 


There's a near-mythical sweet spot that only some restaurants exist 
in. That perfect combination of exquisite food and seamless service 
that creates a wholly satiating experience. So seldom is the balance 
perfect that I can name on one hand the number of places I can count 
on to deliver that little bit of true love. 

A couple of months ago a friend of mine wouldn't stop raving about a 
place I had to go back and try. Buzzing like an attractive wasp with de- 
signer lipstick, I finally gave in and agreed to go. Ever since, Гуе been 
a convert, spreading that good gospel. The restaurant to visit right now 


QOO 


en at Corner Table (right). Photo by Andy Lien. 


is Corner Table, an intimate café in the 
Kingfield neighborhood. 

You may remember Corner Table as 
the home of chef/owner Scott Pampuch. 
An advocate for sustainable farming, his 
passion had led him to new endeavors (in- 
cluding an upcoming TV series hosting, 
“In Search of Food” on Ovation and likely 
much more.) When he left, it sounded 
distinctly like a death knell for this little 
space. Not so. After some staff turnover a 
new team landed in place that have man- 
aged to retain what was wonderful and 
added their own elegant flair. 

Instead, Nick and Chenny Rancone 
have stepped in to run the day to day oper- 
ations, experts of front-of-house ser- 


One of a kind and critically acclaimed 
Caribbean / Indian / Asian fusion home cooking. 


3761 Bloomington Ave. 5. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 • www.marlascuisine.com 


sa 


Wine bar ¢ ЗО 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM 
1/2 PRIGE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


VOTED IW, WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
- FAB 50 AWARDS! 


LUNCH: Monday - Friday 11am-2pm 
Several lunch specials including 
АП You Can Eat Spaghetti 


EVENING SPECIALS: 
MONDAY: 
All You Can Eat Spaghetti 
ALL DAY: $6.99 
TUESDAY: 


Family Night Special: Large 2 topping pizza, 
оо 


THURSDAY: 
Chicken Wings from 


6pm-8pm (dine-in only) 


5006 Xerxes Ave. S. Mpls 
(612) 922-9192 We can ship your order! 
info@vinaigrettemn.com 
www.vinaigrettemn.com 
Olive Oils Scents & Lotions by Olivella 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - 612.331.4544 
ss игла ам com 
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w "ben 72 2072 
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LORING KITCHEN & BAR 


www.LoniNcKiTcHEN.cOoM • [612] 843 0400 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 


253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 
www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Free ing. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


/ за " ! 
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$1 Off АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
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$2 Off АП Burgers After 9pm 
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**Not applicable during Excel Energy Center events E E y 
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Bacon and eggs. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


vice. With Chef Thomas Boemer, running the kitchen, the humble 
spot has been reborn as the dining destination of the moment. 

Nick grew up in West Saint Paul before leaving for Chicago to 
study Poetry and Creative Fiction in college, which he joked, was 
code for “professional server.” He eventually left school and threw 
himself wholeheartedly into the art of front of house, working at 
some old-school steak houses, and studying wine pairings. 

Thomas was born in Minnesota, but grew up in the Carolinas. 
He recalled when his love affair with food first began. He’d gone 
to a friend’s house. His friend wasn’t there, but his mother was. 
She was standing over a batch of cut up chicken, soaking in but- 
termilk. She dropped each piece into flour seasoned with salt, 
pepper, paprika and just a little bit of sugar before frying it in a 
big ol’ cast iron skillet. She took the time to show him how it was 
done, which began a bubbling culinary passion. 

He worked his way up through the kitchen ranks before set- 
ting out for that dusty crown on the Western horizon, Las Vegas. 
He'd heard of a restaurant that was opening and, through a friend 
of a friend, hoped to snag an interview. The chef was Alain Du- 
casse. Thomas spent the next few years working there, learning 
the strenuous French technique cold. 

It was through Pampuch that they found their way to the res- 
taurant. Chenny first worked with Scott at one of his Tour de Farm 
events and that eventually led to both she and Nick working the 
front of house at the restaurant. 

Thomas had been drifting around looking for the perfect place to 
land. He wanted something small and intimate, and while he'd con- 
sidered opening his own place, he found a home at Corner Table. 

My first meal began with what they playfully called eggs and 
bacon. Soft scrambled eggs served with a slab of pork belly that is 
slowly confited, cooked in a gentle way to preserve the unctuous 
fat integrity (yes, fat has integrity) Then, just before being served, 


— GOURMET 


the belly gets a quick sear, bringing out 
that little bit of sweetness, a crunchy ex- 
terior that melts into a luscious chew, tex- 
tured with glorious pork. It’s served with 
a bit of spicy, salty, funky, kimchee made 
in-house and topped with a tiny sliver of 


crispy garlic. Even the detail of cooking FycelsianesCrand 


the garlic isn’t so simple, Thomas lays 3840 Grand Way 
the slices in cold oil, bringing it gradually Saint Louis Park 
up to temperature where the garlic gets a пе ну и ЕС Minnesota 55416 
just a little crispy and retains its wonder- Oil Vineg ar 952.303.4220 


fully intense flavor. In that one simple 
dish each bit was familiar, salty, rich and 
decadent and yet entirely new. The eggs 
were so luscious, the curd so tiny, they 
spread like fine pate on a crispy slice of 
Lavosh. 

The dish that followed was equally 
stunning in its simplicity, a humble, beau- 
tiful cassoulet. Supple, creamy beans 
hidden beneath a crust of buttery, brown 
crumbs. Plunging a spoon in yielded the 
satisfying crunch of a great crème brulee. 

Gnocchi arrived masquerading as 
scallops. Fat and crispy, pillow- soft on 


1300 LAGOON Ave 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
(612) 367-4595 


the interior, crunchy brown on the out- KINSEN IS PROUD TO BE ONE OF THE ONLY ASIAN RESTAURANTS IN THE TWIN CITIES 
side, served over a silken, sunchoke pu- TO FEATURE ALL-NATURAL MEATS SELECTED FROM REGIONAL FARMS 
ree, paired with earthen, rich, wood-ear WWW.KINSENNOODLES.COM 


mushrooms, and topped with crisped 
sunchoke, cooked in the same slow way 
as the garlic chips. 

Each course was paired with a perfect 
wine. Thomas and Nick work together, 
crafting the menu both by the seasonal 
ingredients available and by the wines 
that Nick brings in. This included find- 
ing a wine to pair with a funky, sweet 
squash dessert served in a jam jar. I 
couldn't even begin to think of how to 
pair that, but Nick's choice was spot on. 

'The staff work constantly on develop- 
ing dishes, and available ingredients can 
оооу a ccr Early and Lote Night Happy Hour Takeout Available — Gift Certificates Available 
other than street directions, because the 1221 Ш. Lake Street 612-824-1378 _ www.tumrupthai.com 
menu is in a constant state of delicious E сл | : : === : 
flux). They describe a dish when it's 
ready as “happy.” When they get to “go 


to the happy place," that's when a dish is 
ready to be served. ШПЕПИШЕе Delivery m 
Walking out of the current incarna- 
tion of Corner Table feels like a reluctant Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
departure from an elegant, easy, expertly Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice 
thrown dinner party. It's not just what 
they're doing, it's how they're doing it. 
Such a precarious balance that they've 
achieved; they've hit the sweet spot, my 
happy place. O 


la ———M— ui 651 South Cleveland, St. Paul • 651.698.0334 fax: 651.699.2303 
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SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


> The Naked I: Eyes Wide Open — Twenty Percent Twin Cities 
has found their niche as a voice for transgender-oreinted plays. Not since Actors 
for Change in the early 1990s has a local theater devoted so much creative energy 
toward trans themes. In 2009 their festival of mini-plays, The Naked I: Beyond the 
Binary illuminated issues of transgender identity. Three years later the new Naked 
I: Eyes Wide Open delves deeper and wider with contributions by various trans. 
gender nonconforming, and allied performance-based artists. 

Erica Fields is directing Evolution by Jessica Englund. She says,”It is a piece 
that explores the emotional pain and searching of the partner of a transgender 
person. It is this character’s monologue that touches on the difficulty in under- 
standing who her partner really is, the sadness of watching her struggle with her 
identity, and the inevitable question of what should she do? It is written about a les- 
bian couple but it could be the story of any partnership and any gender. In my own 
transition I had to witness the struggle that my then wife had to got through to 
deal with the idea of her husband becoming a woman. It was very painful and there 
was no one for her to turn to. I was glad to get a chance to use the experience of 
witnessing her struggle in directing this piece. We sometimes refer to transition as 
a journey. This is a hidden journey that is rarely seen. This journey of the partner 
of a transgender person in the beginning stages of her own journey is not explored 
enough and this piece does an excellent job of showing that side of transition.” 

Fields is also acting in Pink and Blue: A (short) Love Story by Andrea Jenkins 
directed by Katie Stark. In this play a transgender woman is in love with a cis- 
gender woman. The play explores the difficulty of feeling and expressing that love 
in society. Fields says, “It is about her struggle to accept her lover and to express 
her love to her. It deals with the duality in life, the back and forth of feelings and 
expression of those feelings.” There are two characters. I play a character who is 
trying to figure out her feelings for her girlfriend.” Zealot Hamm is Fields’s co- 
actor in a play where both characters are unnamed. (Cis-gender refers to someone 
who is born into the same body as their inherent gender identity.) 

Fields’s own play, Congruity, will also be staged. She says “I wrote it after a 
night out with a girlfriend of mine, who also writes a column for Lavender – Ellen 
Krug. We had dinner one night a few months after my gender reassignment sur- 
gery. We were enjoying dinner at the Loring Pasta bar. It was crowded. As I walked 
to the ladies room, it struck me, I was not nervous about bumping into tables. This 
was odd. I had always been a bit clumsy. As I thought about it I realized that it was 
more than the wine or the fun of the night. It was actually something deeper. I 
began to realize that becoming my true self and gender, was more than just physi- 
cally becoming a woman. It was like I had just synched my whole being through 
this procedure and the process of transitioning genders. In fact it was beyond 
gender. I was now able to walk through life in balance. In synch. In congruity.” 

Ariel Leaf directs Queer Confessions performed by Jenn Western. Leaf calls it, “a 
sexy, self-affirming monologue about a person that, the more she allows herself to 
dress and conduct herself as a man, the more she welcomes and accepts her given 
gender as a woman. Its about discovering a freedom in walking the gender line, 
in flirting with perceived identity and the acceptance of herself as not one label 
-butch, femme, etc.- but as coming down to, and loving herself with the simple 
term ‘queer’. ” 

And as Naked I contributor Anthony Neumann points out, “being a little bit vul- 
nerable, a little bit naked, if you will, is what this project is about.” Through Feb. 
18 • Intermedia Arts, 2822 Lyndale Av. S., Mpls. • (612) 227-1188 • 
www.tctwentypercent.org 
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Ragtime. Photo by Petronella Ytsma 


Ragtime — Terrence McNally is known for his 
edgy gay-themed plays Love! Valor! Compassion! 
and Corpus Christi. But he also steps beyond that 
at times such as with this musical. Director Gary 
Gisselman calls McNally's stage adaptation of 
a novel that he loves “Very skillful. The historic 
and cultural sweep of E. L. Doctorow’s novel is 
difficult to capture on stage and was equally dif- 
ficult in a rather mediocre film, but McNally has 
done it well. What is also difficult to capture is 
Doctorow's ironic viewpoint, which | find in some 
degree in the adaptation and we will try to find in 
the production as well. Lavender readers may be 
interested in Emma Goldman's presence in the 
piece. Her advocacy for open love, birth control 
and bisexuality was certainly revolutionary for the 
mainstream in 1906 and if the lowa Caucus is any 
true indicator, still is." Kersten Rodau plays Gold- 
man. Music by Stephen Flaherty. Lyrics by Lynn 
Ahrens. Through Feb. 19 • Park Square Theatre, 
20 W. 7th PI., St. Paul • (651) 291-7005 • www.park- 
squaretheatre.org 


SAWATDEE 


Thai Cuisine 


LAVENDER: 


lights 


lan 


{с decode etel 


Tneater Latte Da presents 


no Allard, 20 
ТНЕШАВ THEATER 


› ] 19 ai mes 9 
Beautiful Thing, 


March 0 © 7:30 РМ 
Reception: 6:00 FM 


Ihe Lab Theater, 
/ UU N- 15751. Minneapolis 


wwwiatteaa-org 


Five Course Tasting Menu 


YOU + FMB = Ọ 
Bring your to the place 


$80 per Couple 
Includes Champagne & Dessert 
you © on Valentine's Day 


vegan e fish e grass fed offered 


Call for Reservations, Reserve Online or Swing By 


2610 Lyndale Avenue South • FrenchMeadowCafe.com 
Sun - Thu 6:30 am - 9pm • Fri - Sat 6:30 am - 10pm 


OF THE 
RAINBOW 


PETER 


QUILTER 


directed by 
TERRY 


JOHNSON 
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SPOTLIGHT 


The Lion King — Check any negative 
prejudices at the door for the show being 
'Disney', or a megahit, or ‘spectacular’. Yes. 
It is all those and it's also one of the most 
imaginatively and inspirationally directed 
ensemble productions you will ever see, 
joyously packed with food for thought and 
feeling. Moreover, its current Orpheum in- 
carnation is as crisp and passionate as ever, 
even after all these years. 

Of course, it's widely agreed upon that 
Julie Taymor's direction of 7he Lion King 
(which actually started at the Orpheum) 

is rightly considered to be singular and 
legendary. But she is also called on to direct 
other plays and marvelous films like Across 
the Universe and The Tempest. So that's 
why Associate Director, John Stefaniuk, is 
so important to Taymor's vision. He shares, 
"| want to maintain Julie's vision created 15 
years ago in Minneapolis. The challenge re- 
mains to keep that same energy, that same 
story, that same passion intact, while still 
remaining fresh and still allowing the show 
to breathe and grow with the company you 
have at any given time. In essence it's the 
simplicity of the story and the way Julie 
has gone about telling it with the puppetry 
and the use of the African music. | think she 
does it with great honesty, heart, passion 
and originality. And what my job has been 
over the years is to maintain that while still 
allowing the voice of any given actor to be 
heard and to allow the energy of any given 
company to be expressed." Through Feb. 
12 * Orpheum Theatre, 910 Hennepin Av., 
Mpls. • (800) 859-7469 • www.hennepinthe- 
atretrust.org 


Julius Caesar — The Acting Company and 
the Guthrie combine energies once again to 
produce a Shakespeare classic. Sometimes 
productions tend to impose a political agenda 
given this tragedy's inquiry into political 
intrigue, assassination, and the conflict between 
Republicanism and ancient monarchy. Director 
Rob Melrose says, "Obviously this won't be the 
first modern dress production of Julius Caesar. 
In fact, the play has been notoriously used in 
the past to make one-sided political points about 
current events. I felt that using the play this way 
goes against the spirit of the Shakespeare play. 
Shakespeare goes to great pains to give each 
side its say. Even Brutus is given a chance to 
explain his reasons for considering his actions. 
No one is demonized. My interest in using 
modern dress is for us to be more engaged 
with Shakespeare's story, not to create a new 
story of my own. To be immediate, not clever." 
Through Feb. 5 * Guthrie Theater, 818 So. 
2nd St., Mpls. * (612) 377-2224 * www. 
guthrietheater.org 


The Lion King Assistant Director, John Stefaniuk, with Whoopi Goldberg (not in Minneapolis production). 
Photo by Steve Fenn/ABC 


Werther — In this opera, first staged in 1892, Mary Dibbern, Minnesota Opera's Head of Mu- 
sic, says that composer Jules Massenet (1842-1912) “expresses a mixture of dream and reality that 
mirrors the passion and confusion of both central characters. Werther (James Valenti) is longing 
for the ‘perfect love’. His opening music uses a harp and woodwinds, especially haunting clarinet 
melodies. The clarinet is often used in an orchestra as a substitute for a voice, and here the clarinet 
is expressing what Werther cannot. The harp chords remind us that Werther is looking for this 
heaven on earth. And when he first declares his love to Charlotte, he says that she has a ‘celestial’ 
smile. For Charlotte (Roxana Constantinescu), the key instrument is the saxophone! Adolph Sax 
invented a whole family of different sized saxophones in the 1840s. Massenet uses its rich, and 
somewhat nostalgic and mournful timbre, mingled with standard orchestral instruments, to create 
a unique sound which is often heard when Charlotte is experiencing the intense emotion brought 
into her life by the romanticism of Werther.” Through Feb. 5 ¢ Ordway Center, 345 Washing- 
ton St., St. Раш • (612) 333-6669 • www.mnopera.org 
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HONEST -Т" ( 
AUTO « CAR 


RADIO K 


GOT KNOCKED UP 


Check engine light on? Squeak? Rattle? Clunk? 


We’re happy to introduce 1/2 HOUR 


AUTO CARE FREE DIAGNOSTIC 
($49.99 VALUE). MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL DIAGNOSTIC 
TESTING AT AN ADDITIONAL CHARGE 
ш CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH АМУ OTHER COUPONS, OFFERS, OR DISCOUNTS. 


Now covering all 
of TwinCitiesLand 24/7 


1701002005, 


EU 


REAL COLLEGE RADIO 
100.7 FM 


NORTHROPMOVES 


“They move with fluid grace, 
MINNESOTA DEBUT 


speed, and dazzling synchronicity." 


DANCE THEATRE SHANGHAI - Sydney Morning Herald 
Sat, Feb 18, 8:00 pm 
Orpheum Theatre 


China's most celebrated dancer and legally recognized 
transgendered woman, Jin Xing, and her company Jin Xing 
Dance Theatre Shanghai, showcase a retrospective of 1O of 
her best works over the last 25 years, featuring lavish onstage 
environments and a feast for the senses. 


Though not actually tango, Shanghai Tango showcases a 
contemporary Shanghai, a blend of East and West in dance, 
costumes, and music that mixes passions and cultures from both 
the past and the future. Jin Xing's courage, fighting spirit, and 
beautiful artistry have contributed to her great success asa 
ballerina and owner of China's only independent dance company. 


Copresented with Institute for Advanced Study 
Thu, Feb 16, 4:00 - 5:30 pm 
125 Nolte Center for Education, U of M Campus 


612.625.6600 )| nc northrop.ur umn.edu_ NORTHROP 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Photo © Angelo Palombini Driven to Discover: 


Hosted by Carl Flink and Emilie Plauché Flink 
Sat, Feb 18, 6:45 - 7:30 pm 
Solera Restaurant, 3rd floor Catalonia Room 
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SUGAR & SPICE | Justin Jones 


Pink Chic 


PINK-CHIC: adj: 1. Stylish and attention grabbing while making 
an entrance; ex. “Her entrance pink- chic, guests lusted after her 
style, her glance...” 

And what an entrance it was. This fall, new restaurant Rosa Mexi- 
cano made her own pink-chic debut downtown. Her atmosphere 
combines sexy with sophisticated, and nowhere was this more ap- 
parent than at Rosa’s exclusive grand opening reception in October. 

Senses pique when we enter the party—the sights, sounds, and 
smells first rush us, then simmer as our “entrance” becomes our 
“evening.” Modern, seductive, vibrant (pink-purple) décor greets us 
with two floor-to-ceiling, glass-backed water walls flanking the bar 
lounge that add a soothing ambiance to a loud hum of clinking glass- 
es and friendly conversation. One smells a combination of guests’ 
perfumes and the restaurant’s succulent dishes. Fashionable guests 
mingle with businesspeople. Staff wind through the crowd with com- 
plementary margaritas and house specialties. 

Bar Manager Ryan Reed greets us as we take in the scene. His 
demeanor is one of a seasoned party host—calm, confident, and 
thoughtful. He makes us feel as if we’re the only guests in the house, 


and sets the tone for our evening at Rosa. This isn’t just another res- 
taurant opening; the event is, in itself, the experience: the feeling that 
one gets at an intimate dinner party with friends, despite hundreds 
of guests present. 

After Ryan settles us for the evening, my friends and I explore the 
place. There’s the seafood bar sculpted entirely out of ice (commis- 
sioned specially for the evening), an enormous wraparound balcony 
on which to take in the city’s nightlife, and a stunning dining room 
complete with a fountain above which dozens of swimmers dive in 
perpetual suspension. 

Then, danger. Tucked away behind a live mariachi band at the 
back of the restaurant, is a Tequilia tasting station. Yours truly re- 
sisted, so I cannot comment on the wonderful selection, but rest as- 
sured—no taster left with dissatisfaction on his lips. 

There’s nothing like that moment of entry, when the newest arriv- 
als are as much an object of display as the venue itself. Her arrival, 
anticipated though it was, was no disappointment. So, Rosa, it was a 
pleasure to meet you. Welcome to town. 


Mating rituals 
that might make 


you 


Tuesday, February 14, 2012 
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All the lies. All the secrets. 
This isn’t me. 


Break the cycle. 


• Certified treatment 
facility 


• LGBT exclusive 


• Substance abuse 
treatment 


• Sexual and mental health | 
programs 


• Retreat-like setting 
• 25 years of experience 


pride-institute.com/life 


PRIDE 
INSTITUTE | У, 


8 0 0 = 5 4 7 - 7 4 3 3 Creating Healthy LGBT Community 


Are you getting 
ready to start taking 
| HIV medicatons? 


Researchers from the Division 

of Infectious Diseases at the 
University of Minnesota are 
looking for HIV+ and HIV- people 
to participate in research studies. 


The aim of these studies is to 
find out why HIV persists and 
can't be cured with HIV drugs. 


You do not need to be on HIV 
drugs to qualify. 


Several opportunities are 
available and depending upon 
the study, you may be started 
on HIV drugs or your current 
drug regimen may be adjusted. 
Compensation and time 
requirements vary based on the 
study for which you may qualify. 


questions, or would like more 
sit WWW.hiv:umn.edu or call 612-625-7472 


=> ГКОУ PARKER EE 
FOR STATE SENATE 


Dedicated Diligent Trusted 


Troy has previously received endorsement from 


Stonewall (GLBT) DFL Caucus and DFL Latino Caucus! 
Attend your precinct Caucus on Feb. 7th, 2012 at 7pm. 
“LETS MAKE THE NEXT FOUR YEARS BETTER THAN THE LAST FOUR YEARS” 


WEBSITE: WWW.TROYPARKERFORSENATE.COM / PHONE: (612) 242-0892 


Prepared and Paid for by Troy Parker for State Senate, ArLynn Parker - Treasurer 


ring & necklace 


Sh it Excelsior & Grand 
ops at Excelsior ran ne Spod 


3826 Grand Way, St. Louis Park 27 


952.922.8364 


Maybe you’ve experienced some tough times and want to give back. Show 
people less risky ways to have fun and play safe. Are you gay, bi, or questioning 
and 18-29? Have you used or are currently using drugs? We can help you make 
a difference in your community. Call the MAP AIDSLine at 612-373-2437. 


Know Your STATUS: 
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FOC MAP™ PROFILES 


FOC MAP™ is your fully indexed, fully 
searchable FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY 
МАРУ, 


Need a haircut, but can't find a salon ог 
barber? Or maybe you just need to find 
your way from here to there. FOC MAP™ 


is 


the tool to get you there. 


Mounds Park Academy 

Helping children to see the world through their 
eyes, not ours. Because once the joy of learning is 
installed, the passion lives on. 

2051 Larpentaur Ave. E. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 777-2555 

www.moundsparkacademy.org 


|х 


Kinsen Noodles and Bar 

Fresh, flavorful Asian dishes with a focus on the 
noodles. 

Proud to serve all-natural meats from regional farms. 
1300 Lagoon Avenue, Suite 150, Minneapolis, MN 
55408. 

(612) 367-4595 

http://kinsennoodles.com 


ET 


Fi 


з Client 1 Trainer 1 Goal 


Fitness Together 

1 Client. 1 Trainer. 1 Goal. 

1024 Washington Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 378-8898 
http://fitnesstogether.com/minneapolis 


К 


WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 


YPRIDE Ed 


INSTITUTE 


Pride Institute 

Inpatient and outpatient chemical dependency 
care treatment center founded in 1986 exclusively 
serving the GLBT community. 

14400 Martin Dr. 

Eden Prairie, MN 

(952) 934-7554 

(800) 54-PRIDE 

www.pride-institute.com 


www.focmap.com 
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SOCIALLY SAVVY | Edward Piechowski & Sean Ryan 


For Valentine’s Day, Treat Yourself 


HOLIDAYS COME with their own 
levels of expectation—turkey for one, 
champagne toasts on another. It is no 
wonder that Valentine’s Day may require 
the most daunting of all expectations: a 
willing participant. Sending cards, deliv- 
ering flowers, sharing chocolates, din- 
ner reservations and the rest ... it’s an 
overwhelming holiday if you’re short a 
partner or, worse yet, you have a partner 
who refuses to participate! 

So, let us manage our expectations and 
find some fun and frivolity in the magic of 
the pop-up Valentine Day market, hosted 
by Meg Gilliland of Nutmeg Style. 

Bringing together some of the city’s 
best artists and craftspeople, Meg has 
organized a fun event with a fabulous 
mix of finds. With her background in 
event planning, floral design and social 
networking, Meg easily puts together 
unique vendors of ceramics, jewelry, ap- 
parel, foods, home décor and fresh flow- 
ers. One of her finds this year is unique 
skin products to soothe your woes, from 
Sandy Bartel of Body Butter. “It’s just 
fabulous,” says Jennifer Reis, a profes- 
sional housekeeper who really knows 
what dry hands can feel like. 

I Heart You Valentine's Market of- 
fers manufacturers and goods that are 
unique as you are—so you can treat 
your special someone(s)—or yourself, if 
there’s no one else to do it. 

This year, let's do something differ- 
ent. Let’s forget about sending Valentine 
cards and buy ourselves unique statio- 
nery instead. Let’s find the best choco- 
lates and forget to share. For just once, 
let’s send ourselves flowers just because 
мете worth the delivery charge. And, 
for goodness’ sake, let’s skip amateur 
night out at the restaurants. 

Come spend an afternoon at Nut- 
meg’s I Heart You, February 11. We'll 
be the ones with the paraffin dip on our 
hands! О 


Photos Courtesy of Nutmeg Style 


| Heart You—A Valentine's Market 
Saturday, February 11th 1-8pm 

(d The Parlor 

1228 2nd Street NE 

Minneapolis 

No Admission charge, cash bar, 
light snacks provided by Chow- 
girls. Cash or check please. 
Vendors at the event will include: 
Fashion Doll- Hats & accessories 
Nutmeg Flowers & Styling 
Collages by Roddie Turner 
Kristen G Jewelry 

Buff Butter by Sandy Bartel 

Wild Mineral Jewelry by Terese 
Chillingworth 

Cool Jerk- MN made jerky 

and more! 
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BOOKS | E.B. Boatner 


James C. Hormel: Fit to Serve 


The core of James C. Hormel’s memoir, Fit to Serve, is the book’s subti- 
tle: Reflections of a Secret Life, Private Struggle, and Public Battle to Become 
the First Openly Gay U.S. Ambassador. Born in 1933 in Austin, Minnesota, 
Hormel grew up surrounded by wealth from the family’s meatpacking in- 
dustry-SPAM the apex of its empire. It was a time when homosexuality 
was not mentioned, when innumerable young men and women, Hormel 
included, agonized and hid their private selves. Hormel relates how he 
overcame private and public obstacles to enter public life and serve his 
state and country in Fit to Serve. Hormel recently spoke with Lavender, 
discussing aspects of varied and vivid life. 


You grew up in a loving and wealthy 
family, yet knew you were “differ- 
ent." Much of your early turmoil, in- 
cluding failing out of Princeton, had to 
do with not recognizing or accepting-or 
being able to publicly express-who you 
really are. How important is it for us all- 
when it is possible-to be out and pro- 
claim our *otherness," G, L, B, or T? 

Without question, coming out is the single 
most important thing an LGBT person can 
do for himself or herself. It lets people know 
who we really are, and it helps them see that 
we are part of them, not apart from them. As 
I say in my book, we would not have made 
progress on LGBT rights were it not for the 
thousands of people across the country, in 
big cities and small towns, who had the cour- 
age to be out. And we won't truly have all our 
rights until all of us are out. 


You were involved in the Civil Rights 
movement in the 1960s - is it fair or un- 
fair to make a comparison between that 
movement, which also involved issues 
of job and housing discrimination and 
marriage strictures, and the work going 
on now to have equal rights for all citi- 
zens regardless of race, sex, gender or 
sexual orientation? 

At their hearts, both movements were/are 
about rights and equality, and the desires of a 
group of people to be judged as individuals, 


and not by any particular circumstance of race 
or sexual orientation. Nevertheless, we need 
to be cautious about the comparisons. The ter- 
rible history of slavery is very different from 
the LGBT history of secrecy and denial. 


You recount an episode in May, 
1970, when you and your brother, 
Thomas, were in Bangkok, of hav- 
ing an adverse reaction to a friendly 
young American GI, thinking, *Why are 
you taking part in the massacres in Viet- 
nam?" then almost immediately feeling 
ashamed, realizing, *I did not see him 
as an individual, or acknowledge the 
humanity in him." Would you say this 
same failure or refusal to seeis a barrier 
to accepting GLBT folks now? 

I included this anecdote in the book to 
make a point about how easy it is for all of us, 
any of us, to judge another individual on the 
basis of something external, or some as- 
sumption we make about them, rather than 
seeing them for who they really are. It's not 
easy to control those assumptions, but any- 
time we make an effort to approach some- 
one with an open heart, and make a genuine 
effort to accept them, we also do something 
wonderful for ourselves. 


A “problem” arose after you donated 
funds in 1991 to create what became the 
James C. Hormel Gay and Lesbian Cen- 


ter of the San Francisco Public Library. 
Opponents called you a “pedophile,” 
and ignored the fact that not only did 
you not personally choose the contents, 
but that many of the materials reside 
also in the Library of Congress. How 
does one-can one-anticipate or combat 
the opposition's use of blatant untruth 
and slander? 

This was a major strategic issue in my 
ambassadorial fight: should we publicly fight 
slander allegations, or would that only suc- 
ceed in giving more life to the allegations 
and more credibility to those who leveled 
them? In general, it's very important to get 
the facts in circulation as quickly as possible, 
but on occasion it's better to let these stories 
die a natural death. I often wonder if Fred 
Phelps and his so-called church would go 
away if no media ever covered them. 


In 1997, after you'd served on two 
separate delegations to the United Na- 
tions, President Clinton nominated you 
to be Ambassador to Luxembourg. The 
confirmation process was lengthy and 
heated, several Senators in particular 
working to prevent your confirmation 
from coming to the floor for a vote. Fi- 
nally, in 1999, Clinton appointed you to 
the post. Would you comment... (inter- 
view continued online at www.lavender- 
magazine.com) O 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | Е.В. Boatner 


Buyer's 
Remorse 


Buyer's Remorse: Book І in 

The Public Eye Mystery Series 

Lori L. Lake 

Quest Books 

$19.95 

Fans of Lake's previous books will delight 
in the debut of her new series featuring 
Sergeant Leona (Leo) Reese, 33, a police 
patrol sergeant with more than 10 years in 
law enforcement. Out of the blue, the usu- 
ally expert marksman Leo fails her bi-annual 
qualification, and to her chagrin is assigned 
a desk job with the (highly inefficient) 
Department of Human Services. Leo's first 
case is the murder of an elderly woman in 
an independent living facility. Her personal 
attention to detail and insistence on follow- 
ing all leads reveals the case is of greater 
magnitude and wider and more ominous 
than had appeared. Even more ominous 

is the diagnosis returned by the ophthal- 
mologist she visits at the insistence of her 
partner Daria. Await volume two... 


Dead Ahead: A Jo Spence Mystery 


Jen Wright 

Clover Valley Press 
$14.95 

The third in Wright's Jo Spence series finds Jo jolted awake. She'd been flying, with- 
out a helmet, along Lake Superior and onto the lift bridge, on her Honda Silverwing 
GL 500, when suddenly, there was no more bridge and she was literally flying... 
This premonitory atmosphere pervades the rest of the book. The survivalist father 
of one of her young probationary clients becomes threatening and is implicated 

in the fire bombing of a judge's home; a woman in a black Camry begins stalking 
Jo and her lover Zoey. The theme of salvation and renewal is also present in Jo's 
efforts to help her client, Brian, create a life different from his father's drugs and 
paranoiac rants. Wright builds the tension deftly to a surprising and deadly finale. 


For the Ferryman: A Personal History 
Charles Silverstein 

Chelsea Station Editions 

$20.00 

Silverstein's, 1973 presentation before the 
American Psychiatric Association led to the 
removal of homosexuality as a mental illness 
in the organization's diagnostic manual. 

He is also author of the 1977 The Joy of Gay 
Sex, with Edmund White, and The New Joy 
of Gay Sex with Felice Picano. While this 
memoir recounts these and other aspects of 
Silverstein's protean life, at the heart is his 
20-year relationship with William Bory, 23 to 
Silverstein's 38 when they met. Notes close 
friend White, Silverstein presents William, 
"with all his charm and sexual allure and 
intellectual brilliance and all his maddening 
faults." If you have ever, looking at another's 
relationship, been tempted to scream, “Why 
don't you leave him?" Silverstein's honest, 
painful, and loving memoir may provide 
understanding. 


Fit to Serve: Reflections of a Secret Life, 
Private Struggle, and Public Battle to Be- 
come the First Openly Gay U.S. Senator 
Ambassador James C. Hormel and 

Erin Martin 

Skyhorse Publishing 

$24.95 

James C. Hormel’s early life could be seen 
as a template for the lives of many gay or 
lesbian kids. A nice home, loving parents 
and siblings, and yet; something about them 
is different. Hormel, born in Austin, Minne- 
sota, in 1933, had those things in superabun- 
dance (His father owned the company that 
invented SPAM.) He married, as he was 
expected to, and fathered four children-and 
yet...Life didn't change until he came out, 
to others as well as himself. He recounts his 
activist work in New York City in the 1960s 
and San Francisco in the 1970s, and political 
work culminating in his breaking, with the 
assistance of then President Clinton, the 
"Pink Ceiling" to become the first openly 
gay ambassador (to Luxembourg) in 1999. 
(See Interview with Hormel in this issue.) 
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Initiale, fit for a modern monarch—haute but 
far from haughty—to enjoy beet salad siding 
a mini saddle of rabbit, followed by duck fla- 
vored with clementines, smoked chestnuts 
and leeks; then a smooth, smooth chestnut 
cream perfumed with quince and saffron. 

Next, a blast from the past that continues 
to delight diners in the here-and-now, Le Con- 
tinental—a clubby café doing business for 55 
years in a building of 1845, serving us foie 
gras (yes!!) followed by the house specialty, 
filet mignon grilled table-side, then, also fired 
right before our eyes, crépe Suzette. 

Then, a taste of tomorrow’s thinking in 
StRoch—a neighborhood once lush with 
fine furriers and department stores, then 
fallen into dishabille and home to down-and- 
outers. Today, it's revivified by avant artistes 
and foresighted entrepreneurs, such as 
young Mathieu Brisson, who trained in pal- 
aces of gastronomy. But in his sunny, mod- 
ern bistro, he's abandoned frou-frou and 
formality in favor of great food at great pric- 
es—what he calls *bistronomy": dishes like 
creamy celery-parsnip soup painted with 
a golden splash of lobster oil, served with 
shrimp and lobster salad on tiny toasts; then 
duck confit or, even better, salmon tartare 


in pink grapefruit vinaigrette with beet-and- 
fennel salad. For dessert, a soft cheese of 
caramelized milk, served with maple syrup. 
Says Mathiew, “Québec is a community that 
cares about food." He's prepared to answer 
the call. 

We walk off the meal along the avenue, 
breaking for a chocolatier, a tea salon, and 
yes, more food, at Les Bossus, for a taste of 
steak tartare by another chef/patron open to 
opportunity who took over a longtime neigh- 
borhood café. 

We set off the next day for another off- 
the-tour-bus quarter of the city, the working- 
class Faubourg Saint-Jean, with a scavenger 
hunt to fuel our lunch. Following assign- 
ments, we scoured the avenue's many mom- 
and-pops for bread, cheese, olives, salad, 
chocolates, cookies, and my mission—pátes 
and sausages, which I sleuthed among the 
locals at Épicerie Européenne, "the oldest 
grocery store in North America." Then, 
macaroons in every rainbow hue at the new- 
ly-opened Biscuiterie Lady Kookie, as mod- 
ern as tomorrow. We gathered for pot (or, 
sack) lunch at l'Église Saint-Jean-Baptiste of 
1884, a gorgeous parish church. 

Walking off the avoirdupois, I spent the af- 


ternoon at the Musée de la Civilisation, learn- 
ing the story of Québec's patchwork quilt of 
immigrants and of the land's First Nations. 

Then off to dinner at L'Hótel-Musée Pre- 
mières Nations, a stylish new enterprise of 
the Wendake (Huron) tribe, where Chef 
Martin Gagné melds his people's time- 
honored hunting-gathering fare with plate 
presentations worthy of a gallery. Among 
our bounty: bonbons of smoked salmon; foie 
gras with haskap berries spread on bannock 
bread; squab glazed with molasses and birch 
syrup, served with cattail sauce; elk tartare 
with fir jelly; and créme brülée with frozen 
maple crystals. Because we begged, the chef 
brought out tidbits of grilled seal, normally 
on another season's menu: best meal of a 
week of best meals. 

Wait! Here's another. We spent our final 
day a few miles north on the fle d'Orléans, 
the agricultural Eden of Québec, where ar- 
tisans produce wine, smoked fish, maple 
everything, apples to pick or purchase, 
and the reason God invented them at Cide- 
rie Bilodeau, open for tastings of its famed 
sparkling ice cider, made from frozen ap- 
ples—plus syrup, pies, jellies, mustard and 
chutney from the orchard. — 

Continued on page 53 


(Opposite page) Porte Prescott (gate) and Chateau Frontenac in winter. Photo by Yves Tessier, Tessima; (This page, clockwise from top left) Old Québec at night in winter. Photo by Jean- 
Francois Bergeron, Enviro Foto; Country landscape on Ile d'Orléans. Photo by Sébastien Larose; Rue du Petit-Champlain (street) at Christmas time. Photo by Yves Tessier, Tessima. 
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BIG GAY NEWS | Bradley Traynor 


BIGGAYNEWS.COM: 


YOUR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


Salt Lake Voted Gayest City in the US 
CNN reports that The Advocate has named Salt Lake City, Utah the Gay- 
est City in America. The Advocate ranked cities according to its own list 
of non-scientific criteria, including number of GLBT elected officials and 
number of International Mr. Leather competition semifinalists. Other cit- 
ies on the top 15 included, Denver Colorado, Austin Texas, and Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 


Minnesota Public School Teach- 
ers Call For Gay-Friendly Policies 
Think Progress reports that 
MN’s Anoka-Hennepin school 
district, which has faced 
criticism for a controversial 
policy preventing teachers and 
administrators from talking 
about sexual orientation, is 
considering a new policy that 
would still treat GLBT issues as 
controversial. Teacher’s union 
President Julie Blaha told 
reporters, “We need to clearly 
differentiate between what is 
an issue and what is some- 
body's identity." The school 
board is expected to vote on 

a new policy later this month. 


Gay Code Breaker Gets UK 
Stamp Honor 


The Star Observer reports that 


Britain is honoring mathemati- 
cian and WWII code breaker 
Alan Turing with a commemo- 
rative stamp. Turing commit- 
ted suicide in 1954 after being 
convicted of homosexual 

acts and being sentenced to 
chemical castration. In 2009 
British Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown apologized for Turing's 
treatment. A film of Turing's life 
reportedly in the works. 


Teen Gets Jail in Bias Beating at 
NYC Gay Bar 

The Associated Press reports 
that 18 year old Christopher 
Orlando was sentenced to 
two months in jail for his 

role in an anti-gay attack at 
the landmark New York gay 
bar, the Stonewall Inn. Co- 
defendant Matthew Francis is 


already serving two years in 
prison for the attack. 


Washington Governor Supports 
Gay Marriage Law 

Reuters reports that Wash- 
ington Governor Christine 
Gregoire has announced her 
support for gay marriage 
legislation. The legislation is 
expected to be introduced in 
the state legislature in January. 
Gregoire told reporters, "It is 
time in Washington state for 
marriage equality." 


Two Men Beaten by Trio Who АІ- 
legedly Thought They Were Gay 
FOX News reports that Santa 
Barbara police are looking for 
three men accused of beat- 

ing up two men- who the trio 
thought to be gay-near a down- 


town bar. The attack, which 
was captured on video, is be- 
ing treated as a hate crime. 


Malaysian Gay Rights Activists 
Challenge Government in Court 
to Quash Ban 

The Washington Post re- 
ports that gay activists filed a 
lawsuit, challenging a police 
ban on an anti-homophobia 
arts festival. Organizers of the 
Sexual Independence festival 
which has been held since 
2008 decided to file suit after 
police ordered them to cancel 
the event, following complaints 
from Muslim organizations. 


Kristy McNichol Comes Out of 
the Closet to Help Bullied Kids 
ABC News reports that actress 
Kristy McNichol, known for her 
roles on television series Fam- 
ily and Empty Nest, has come 
out in order to help children 
who are bullied. McNichol, 

49 has lived with her partner 
Martie Allen for the past two 
decades. People Magazine re- 
ported that McNichol chose to 
come out now because she is 
"approaching 50 and wants to 
“be open about who | am." 
Pope Says Gay Marriage a 
Threat to Humanity's Future 
Reuters reports that Pope 
Benedict said that gay mar- 
riage was a threat to the tradi- 
tional family and undermined, 
"the future of humanity itself." 
The Pope made his comments 
during an address to the 
diplomatic core at the Vatican. 
The Pope is expected to elevate 
New York Archbishop Timothy 
Dolan, a leading opponent of 
same-sex marriage in the US, 
to cardinal next month. 0 
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Next, a pair of cheese makers who've 
rediscovered the recipe for the region's 
oldest cheese—paillasan—a soft, mellow 
round that can be heated sans melting— 


like fondue without the tangles. Buffalo 

Then a maker of the red currant li- Lae} Coon Rapids 
queur called cassis. Monsieur Monna Golden Valley 
brought the technique from his fam- St. Paul 
ily’s French preserve; here at Monna & | Woodbury | 
Filles, his two charming daughters offer animal humane society Xa m d a 


tastes and hints for flavoring sangria, 
Champagne, or, for heaven's sake, beer. 

Then the moment I'd been waiting for, 
lunch at the Ferme au Goût d'Autrefois 
(Farm of Old-time Tastes), a 200-year-old 
farmhouse renovated as home-cum-res- 
taurant by Jean Legros, also known (well, 
by me) as Father Goose for daddying his 
flock of geese until it's time for foie gras— 
done here sans the force-feeding folks de- 
spise (“Га rather shut down my farm than 
do that" Jean declaims with passion). 
Instead, he breeds his birds to be very, 
very hungry. "Venez, venez! Mangez!” ће 
calls-Come and eat, and do they ever. He 
grows all his veggies organically, substi- 
tuting TLC for machinery. 

We dined on rillettes of goose, duck 
and turkey, spread on bread he's baked 
with goose fat (one word: yum!). On to 
smoked goose breast surrounded by farm 
veggies, then a cloud of maple mousse. 

Hungry? Find out more at www.re- 


Les 

giondequebec. Faubourg walking food У 

tours: www.toursvoirquebec.com. | T 
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Gay Bars: Le Drague offers 
something for everyone, from 
country dancing and karaoke to 
drag shows and disco nights. | 
Le Bar St-Matthews draws a 
crowd that's a little older—a bar 
for casual conversations. 
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S But you're not immune from HIV. 4 


gay men a comfortable, friendly 
lodging, plus total access to the 
sauna side: whirlpool, steam bath, 
tanning room, video and more. 


Get tested. If you're positive, seek care. 


 — (612) 348-3307 


t 2 zou Funded by Hennepin County and the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Act 
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AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 


Against the Amendment: Interview with Susan Jennerjohn 


SUSAN JENNERJOHN, a recent trans- 
plant to a Minneapolis suburb from Iowa, is 
a mother of 3 and grandmother to one. She's 
a retired special education and kindergarten 
teacher of nearly 40 years, and super volun- 
teer for Minnesotans United for All Families. 


Lavender Magazine: You’re a straight 
woman, with no gay children. Why did you 
decide to get involved in this campaign? 

Susan Jennerjohn: The process I went 
through to becoming an active supporter of 
same-sex marriage was gradual. I can think of 
a few experiences that stand out in my mind. 

I was working full time and raising three 
kids so was involved in their activities and 
church. We had no contact with the LGBT 
community and I guess we just assumed that 
there weren’t gay kids at school. In hind- 
sight, that seems pretty ridiculous. 

Two of my children had close friends 
who came out after going to college. Un- 
fortunately, neither of these young people 
felt comfortable coming out while in high 
school. Here were two young people in my 
personal experience that couldn’t be honest 
about their sexuality. Those kids could have 
been my kids. 

Around this same time a new teacher 
came to my school. One of the first times we 
visited, I noticed she didn’t have on a wed- 
ding ring, but was talking about her kids. Be- 
ing recently divorced, I thought I had found 
a friend or at least a kindred spirit. But then, 
she told me she wasn’t divorced. In fact, she 


was gay and she and her partner of over 15 
years had adopted two children. She kept her 
personal life somewhat under wraps because 
a few staff members were not accepting. 


LM: So, it was the personal relation- 
ship that really motivated you? 

SJ: Yes, the more I thought about her life, 
the more I realized how much we shared 
in common. A dedicated teacher, a caring 
parent, a middle class woman, someone 
who needed to lose weight, involved in her 
church, caring for older parents, close to her 
siblings... you get the drift. But unlike me, 
she constantly felt she had to be on guard 
about her personal life. 

She informed me of the organization One 
Iowa – I volunteered there and am so proud 
of the work we did to make sure all loving 
and committed couples have the opportunity 
to marry each other if they chose to. 


LM: How long have you been volun- 
teering with MN United? 

SJ: It's been a few months now. I've got a 
regular schedule and look forward to seeing 
the team! I manage the front desk; do data 
entry – whatever I can to help out. 


LM: What do you enjoy about your 
volunteer job? 

SJ: The thing they don't tell you when 
you retire is that you don't see your friends 
every day any longer! Minnesota is still pret- 
ty new to me - this is a great way to meet 


new people who share a common goal and 
similar values. 

The staff and volunteers at MN United 
are friendly and welcoming and really value 
the time that you give. I know the work I'm 
doing here is making a difference. And most 
importantly, I know that I'll be a part of a his- 
toric victory and even prouder to call myself 
a Minnesotan. 


LM: What lessons learned as a teacher 
guide your volunteerism at MN United? 

SJ: А teacher has to be pretty flexible 
when teaching children. When a squirrel 
is playing in the tree outside the classroom 
window or the repairman comes to fix the 
faucet, i's pretty hard to keep a reading 
group going. 

Volunteering also requires flexibil- 
ity. When the folks at MN United asked me 
to change an existing plan, they made sure 
I was comfortable with my new task. I am 
amazed at the level of organization at MN 
United, especially since they have been to- 
gether such a short time. 

LM: What advice would you give to oth- 
ers that are interested in volunteering? 

SJ: Justlook for what interests you - the 
need is there. I volunteer a few hours each 
day — three times a week in an elementary 
school and two times a week at MN Unit- 
ed. I will miss working with the folks at MN 
United after we defeat this constitutional 
amendment. O 


You've been through an accident. We've been through 


MAPLEWOOD 
651-766-9770 
EDEN PRAIRIE 
952-941-5586 


LAKEVILLE 
952-985-5855 


BURNSVILLE 
952-898-1636 


RICHFIELD 
612-866-0016 


BLOOMINGTON 
952-767-3399 


(LaMettry's ) 


Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 
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Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 
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А p JANUARY SALE 
presents Ча. » 20-70% OFF selected items 


5 О ; bai Named "Best of the Cities" by Minnesota 
\ О LAVENDER'S N Monthly and Midwest Home, 201 I 
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y | | | += [ о е о At the corner of Grand & Dale: 


CLAY WOOD FIBER GLASS METAL 619 Grand Avenue • St Paul 55102 


Th Urs d a Ч S JEWELRY FRAMED ART 651-312-1122 * www.thegrandhand.com 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN: 
Thursday, February 2 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


COST: 
FREE 


WHERE: 


253 W. 7th Street 
St. Paul 


FEATURING 

Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d’oeuvres 

Prize Drawings 


What does it mean to live with HIV? 
Explore with others in a non-judgmental, 
confidential support group. 


Topics: 
+ Medical adherence and HIV care 
+ Starting HIV treatment Positive Perspectives meets the second and 
HOST ORGANIZATIONS: • Sexual health and dating beri in every monith, 
HRC Twin Cities * Disclosure, partners, family and friends i ' . "i 
Project 515 + HV and chemical health Call Stephanie or Adam at 612-348-3016 
OutFront Minnesota for more information or to sign up. 


* Newly diagnosed support 


North Country Bears 


All God's Children MCC * HIV and Hepatitis C co-infection Free coffee or tea provided. 


Hennepin County 


Public Health Clinic 


Hennepin County 
Human Services and Public Health 
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GARDENING | scott Endres 


The Brighter Side of Winter 


WITH THE garden tucked away for win- 
ter and hardy plants settled into dormancy, 
gardeners too can think about taking a little 
rest. After all, like the plants, we need a little 
downtime to be ready to go come spring. 
Now is the time to enjoy the parts of life that 
we often sacrifice in the quest for the perfect 
garden. Read a book. Enjoy a drink. Get a 
massage. Take a vacation. Go to the gym. 
Have a party. Build a fire. Visit a friend. Why 
not? The gardening intermission that winter 
offers should be a time to treasure and be 
thankful for. We will be better gardeners in 
the spring after this rejuvenation. Absence 
does make the heart grow fonder – and our 
longest season seems to make us all yearn 
for the connection to the earth that garden- 
ing brings us. If time allows between your 
vacation in the southern hemisphere, your 
next cocktail party, or before your spa ap- 
pointment, you might be able to partake in 
these winter gardening ideas. 

Force bulbs to make even the dreariest 
winter days brighter. Tropical bulbs like ama- 
ryllis and paperwhites are very easy and the 
diversity in offerings has never been so ex- 
citing. Other bulbs, such as tulips, hyacinths 
and crocus can be forced as well, but require a 
cold dormancy after potting in order to induce 
flowering. Not a big deal; the bottom shelf of 
your refrigerator works great for this. After a 
minimum of 6-8 weeks they can be moved to 
a sunny windowsill to bloom. If you don’t have 
the refrigerator space, don’t fret. The garden 
center will have bulb planters ready for you to 
force into bloom at your home. 

Introduce a few more houseplants into 
your home. This is the time of year we ap- 
preciate them the most. Houseplants are 
easy regardless of how green your thumb 
is. Simply pair the right plant with the right 
environment and right care. The easiest way 
to achieve good results with this recipe is to 
have the experts help. Horticulturists make 
excellent matchmakers. Let us help you 
choose the best plants suited for your light 
levels, schedule, and style. It is fun for us to 
help our plants find good homes. 

Make a visit to the Marjorie McNeeley 
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Conservatory in Como Park, the Cowles 
Conservatory at Minneapolis’ Sculpture 
Garden, or a trek to the garden center to see 
what's new and what you cannot live without. 
'The smell of the earth and growing plants 
will quickly erase any remnant of the deep 
winter blues. The Marjorie McNeeley Con- 
servatory and the University of Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum also offer great gar- 
dening classes and workshops. 

Pick up a copy or two of your favorite 
garden magazines for future and current in- 
spiration. A few of our favorites include Fine 
Gardening, Garden Design, and the Northern 
Gardener Bonnie Blodgetts locally pro- 
duced Garden Letter is also a great read. 
Keep a folder with "tear-outs" of articles, im- 
ages and photos that you like. A folder like 
this is a great tool for referencing and con- 
structing ideas for future garden endeavors. 

With the hours of daylight increasing more 
and more each day, Spring is closer than you 
think. Appreciate these days for what they of- 
fer as we prepare to put out the big welcome 
mat for the next gardening season. O 


Scott Endres is co-owner of Tangletown Gardens and the Wise 
Acre Eatery on 54th and Nicollet in South Minneapolis. 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 


Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 
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HYPNOSIS CENTER™ 


Call 952-356-0010 and get started today • www.mn-hypnosis.com 


LENNOX У 
Heating 


With}weatherin}Minnesotayyouljust; 
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“serving the Twin Cities Metro Area 
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facebook.com/davesheatingandairconditioning 
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MS. BEHAVIOR | мегу Cohn 


Deafness and Jealousy 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I’m a lesbian and slightly hard of hearing. 
Last night a friend told me about a scientific 
report from a few years ago, alleging that les- 
bians have hearing similar to that of straight 
men. I’m not sure if that means my hearing 
is better or worse than other women. Do 
you know anything about this study? If the 
report is true, does that make me more of a 
dyke than my friends? Is that a good thing? 

—DEAF DORA 


Dear Deaf Dora: 

Does your deafness make you more of a 
dyke? Not really. But your desire to know 
how you measure up does make you seem a 
bit like a competitive straight guy. 

Heterosexual scientists (and sometimes 
queer ones, too) often try to find evidence 
that lesbians are different from straight 
people. Duh. Such scientists typically search 
for extra hormones, enlarged clitorises, dif- 
ferent brain structures, and finally, hearing 
differences. 

It's hard to imagine a bigger waste of re- 
search funding – at least until such time that 
we can put the information to more useful 
purpose – like perhaps creating an environ- 
ment that is hospitable to all of our species. 
Planet Lesbian, anyone? The real problem 
with the design of such “Utopian” places 
is that they’re limited by the imagination 
of their planners. (To Whom it May Con- 


cern: Please don’t make us wear matching 
haircuts or listen to folk music or play golf. 
Please don’t put those who wear make-up in 
one building and those who wear whistles 
around their necks in another. Please in- 
clude an anti-drama clause in the by-laws. 
And no tents, lutes, or incense, please.) 

Despite continued correspondence from 
Ms. Behavior, scientists completely ignore 
the more obvious evidence of actual lesbian 
differences, like acute seriousness, inability 
to tolerate fragrances, and an overwhelming 
attraction toward Subaru Outbacks and dogs 
that are part wolf. (Ms. Behavior recently 
completed her extensive study confirming 
these facts to be true even of lesbians raised 
in captivity but no one has offered a dime to 
fund her research.) 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Last night my boyfriend Joel and I were 
out with friends. The conversation turned to 
sex, and Joel revealed that he’d been with over 
1700 men before we met. We’ve been monoga- 
mous for three years and I had no idea! 

I’m no prude, but I’m shocked by the 
math. Joel is 30 and was sexually active for 
five years before we met, which means he 
had sex seven days a week with no holidays 
or sick time! 

I don’t doubt his devotion to me, but I 
can’t stop envisioning Joel having sex with 
strangers. I feel sick and jealous. I want to 


ask questions that will probably make me 
feel worse. I don’t want to ruin our relation- 
ship. What should I do? 

—SKEEVED 


Dear Skeeved: 

Joel is the same person he was last week, 
before you found out he's a former slut. If he 
was trustworthy then, he still is. 

Retroactive jealousy is destructive. It's 
okay to tell Joel that the conversation made 
you feel anxious and jealous, so that you don't 
instead act out your insecurity or pick fights. 
But don't count on reassurance from him, 
because he probably won't understand your 
need for it. After all, his 'ho'ing days are not 
news to him, and he still feels the same love 
for you that he felt before this discussion. 

After a brief conversation with Joel, you'll 
be better off discussing your feelings with a 
trusted friend or therapist. You'll also need 
to silence your mind - this would be a good 
time to meditate on a lotus flower – and not 
feed into your worries. Do NOT ask for 
details that you don't actually want. They'll 
keep you awake at night. 

If you're lucky, after a few weeks of dis- 
ciplined meditative practice, your sexual 
jealousy may actually turn to arousal. Then, 
if your mind wanders and you still imagine 
Joel in a variety of steamy sexual scenarios, 
you may find that it fuels your connection 
with him instead of your jealous indignation. O 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


L^ 


When | was young, they threw me out of the 
house for being gay. 
Quand j'étais jeune, on m'a jeté dehors parce De 
que j'étais gai. 
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| was fired from my job for the same 
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reason. 
mon côté, on m'a congédié pour la 
même raison. 


CAMBI ARON-- 


Fortunately, things have changed... 
Heureusement, les temps ont changé... 


Not so fast, queer dwarf! 
We'll fix that! 
Un instant, fifi nain! 
Nous allons corriger la situation! 
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ALARM PROTECTION 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


ДУБ 
— Beau RE 
A TARM 


Gordy Neuman 


Mobile: 612-366-2050 
Licensed • Bonded • Insured 


Y 


PROTECTION, INC. 


Commercial • Residential • Fire 
Business: 612-728-0000 - Fax: 612-721-8993 
Email: gordy@ask4asap.com Web: www.ask4asap.com 


ATTORNEYS 


BANKRUPTCY 


Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


Cazates LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 


www.cazaleslaw.com C. АТехапдег ата1ез, Esq. 


AUTOMOTIVE 


Present this coupon to receive 
an oil change for $26.95 AND 
a voucher for one FREE 12” 
one (1) topping pizza from 

Fast Freddie's Piz | 
Stop in today! ^" 
‘Not valid with other offers. Most vehicles. 
Up to 5 qts of conventional oil & filter. 
See store for details. Expires: 02/15/2012 


1200 Glenwood Avenue . 
Minneapolis, MN . Tel: 612-377-4900 


- (Convenient location near International Marker Square) — — 


. WWwW.northwesterntire.net 


COACHING 


(B COMPLETE 
-AMERICA 


At Home | At Work | For Life 


Personal & Professional Development • Wellness Coaching 


ROBBEN M. SALYERS acc, СРС, ЕЦ-МР [7 


www.becompleteamerica.com 
rsalyers@becompleteamerica.com 
For a complimentary Coaching Session call: 612.396.3573 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


Зи MORE 
Ameriprise Q WITHIN 


Financial REACH" 


Your financial needs are unique. 
I can help you plan for your goals. 


s. Your Dreams. MORE WITHIN REACH" 


Curtis Brock, MBA : =] 1700 W Hwy 36 
Associate Financial Advisor : Ste 620 


Roseville, MN 55113 
B T 651-797-2904 


: (е) Curtis.x.Brock@ampf.com 


Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA 


FLOORING PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


Г 


«А. 


Expert hardwood floor sanding 2. refinishing, 
installation, water/pet damage & recoating 


ies list 
612.290.1533 боев 
www.earisfloorsanding.com 


GUN SHOPS 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
* Indoor shooting facilities 
«Training courses 
4080 W. Broadway Ave. N. 
Robbinsdale • 763-533-9594 


3621 88th Ave. NE 
Circle Pines • 763-792-4867 


billsgs.com 


Personal Trainer 


B.S. Kinesiology Exercise Science, ACSM Certified 


ENDGAME FITNESS 
MINNEAPOLIS - ST. PAUL AREA 
218-259-5894 • www.endgamefitness.net \ A 


HOME SERVICES 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


саза 


651-188-1808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Ad sr ORD 


HOME SERVICE 
ELECTRIC * HEATING * COOLING 
AUDIO * VIDEO * SECURITY 
LIFE. STYLE. INSTALLED" 
952-927-7194 Kid 
www.staffordhomeservice.com _ facebook.com/StaffordHomeService 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 

BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Youn Complete Professional HomeCare Company 

SOSHomeCAREMN.com 

TODD OR LEE 

612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small • Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service • Licensed Bonded Insured 
Chris 612.275.2117 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & ВЕМОМА 5 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding * Storm Damage * Lot Clearing 
Hedge & Shrub Pruning 

24 yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 

Office: 612-706-8210 

Cell: 612-998-3157 
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INSURANCE 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


Call me today to see how you can save when 
you combine your home and auto policies. 


(952) 233-0310 (89) 
state. 


DAVID KINNEY Allstate 
9358 ENSIGN AVE, BLOOMINGTON 7777" 
A060877@allstate.com 


Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and 
qualifications. Discount amount may be lower. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance 
Company, Allstate Indemnity Company: Northbrook, IL © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
Ave. N. 


Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


= 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
LINSURANCE | 


07491 10/11 Ф 


OPTICAL 


16 


Себа Showe Bit 


Five lecariens te 
Segye youl 


ДР". Dwtn St. Paul Skyway 651-628-4444 

ГА Burnsville Center 952-892-6666 
West St. Paul 651-450-6666 

New Brighton 651-636-3434 

Rogers 763-515-6065 


Toll Free 888-797-EYES 
www.spectacleshoppe.biz 


- WIN20 HOURS | 
. OF DOMESTIC 
SERVICES! 


TEXT ROSES ТО [ЇЇ 


spare ale een dr fol inr erede gt c Мари 


у Fes ion of Villi «Groter Shop € ds ' 
$ Чап ТЬ ~ еи ee M der y Services 


o ; E 1 9-8, 2.59.33 1 Ll. 
| | E: omes. a 
vice, Lhe. во БАН 


l Sacred 
Thresholds 


Sacred Support and Guidance for 
Individuals on the Threshold of Death 


952.292.0873 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Office: (651) 783-5656 • Fax: (651) 483-1525 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214 • Roseville, MN 55113 
jchildstherapy@gmail.com 


. тт =. 
= 
ДЕ 


Tom Glaser, MS _ 
Psychologist | Coach | Celebrant 
612-240-4289 

Steve Burns, Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist • 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


. www.tomglaserlp.com 
Julie Childs “6 
Therapy Center 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
a 

Convenient Midway Location 

2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.Northland TherapyCenter.com 


НЕ 


Cremation Service 


Gentle, Sensitive • One-at-a-time e 
(651) 633-4564 S s = 


petsrememberedcremation.com ш 8 
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To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


E. SCOTT HAUBRICH 
612-298-5400 
WWW..BLUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


pu 


Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


ем QM 612.827.9537 


Ill do my Fairy best to 
find your Happy Place. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist 5 


MAVAIK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


612.270.5722 


Advertise 
your 
business 
in 


THE 
NETWORK 


Call 
612-436-4698 


A 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


My Role Models 


TM WRITING THIS in a hospital. My 
mother and I are waiting for my father to 
come out of surgery. He needs surgery be- 
cause he injured himself while chopping 
down a tree yesterday. My father is 81-years- 
old. Why was an 81-year-old chopping down 
a tree? According to my mother, he's trying 
to kill himself in order to get out of attending 
their 50th anniversary party. 

Before he was wheeled into surgery, a 
nurse gave him a pile of papers to sign. 

“What’s this?" my mother said, grabbing a 
document out of the stack. 

"Its a DNR. It means that we will take no 
heroic measures to resuscitate your husband 
if he should stop breathing," the nurse ex- 
plained. My father happily grabbed the pa- 
per and prepared to sign it. 

“Not so fast," my mother said, snatching 
the paper from him. “We’re not signing that. 
You WILL be resuscitated because you ARE 
going to that party. Even if I have to wheel 
you there in an iron lung. We'll use you as 
the centerpiece." 

This has been the central theme of my 
parents' marriage: my mother tells my dad 
what to do, and my father goes to extremes 
to defy her. 

For all my ex-girlfriends who bitterly de- 
mand an explanation as to why I am the way I 
am, I present my parents as Exhibit A. These 
people are my relationship role models. 

In many ways, my parents are a complete 


mismatch. My mother is highly social; loves 
parties, people, and fashion; can talk and 
shop for hours without respite; and enjoys 
nothing more than bullying her loved ones 
into submission. By contrast, my father loves 
only food, golf, and driving his children to 
and from the airport. He regularly disap- 
pears during the middle of parties without 
explanation and puts himself to bed. Only to 
be awakened rudely when my mother turns 
on the lights and demands that he return to 
his guests. 

My mother was engaged three times 
before finally settling on my father. When I 
asked why she chose him over her other suit- 
ors, she said: ^I knew he'd be a worthy oppo- 
nent, and he has been. We've been fighting 
for 50 years and neither of us has won yet." 

The one thing that my parents have in 
common is their love of a good fight. They 
bicker over everything, no matter how mun- 
dane. They take opposing positions even if 
there is no position to take. Once they had 
a long screaming match over whether Jodie 
Foster should be allowed to make a movie 
about Leni Riefenstahl, and only paused mo- 
mentarily when I pointed out that they were 
in total agreement on the issue. So, they 
shifted gears and found a new and equally 
stupid topic to argue about 

What I learned from growing up in a bat- 
tle zone is that it's kind of fun. You shout a lot, 
wave your arms around, threaten to kill each 


other, and then get on with your day. There 
can never be any grudges or hard feelings 
when you are constantly vomiting out every 
emotion the moment you feel it. My parents 
are war buddies. Granted, they fought for 
opposing countries, but they lived through 
it together and have a reluctant but healthy 
respect for each other. 

My mom and I were at my dad's bedside 
following surgery. 

"Am I alive?" he asked, still dopey from 
drugs. 

"Yep! Sorry to disappoint you," my moth- 
er said, merrily. She pulled a pad of paper 
from her purse and began reading off his to- 
do list for the 50th anniversary party. 

"Pull the plug," my father pleaded to me. 
The only plug I could find was connected to a 
fan, so I yanked it from the wall. 

“Plug that back in!” my mother demand- 
ed. And that touched off an hour-long debate 
between my parents over whether the room 
was too stuffy. [0 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions. Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease of 
iction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 


Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 


aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.sto E ММ сот 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
intormation and resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

K 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Оуег 

The World And Every Period Of 

Human History. Free Admission 
ally! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
“Let us entertain you!” 
Zeitgeist Arts Building 

E. Superior St. 

Duluth, M 

218) 722-9100 Café 
218) 722-7300 Cinema 
218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 
"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, work 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LLO 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


Alliance Francaise 

КА all things pend ars i 
appening in the Twin Cities! 

SN. 1s St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0436 


www.afmsp.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 
www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
and music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4 
www.ywcampls.org 


со 


sive, welcoming environment. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health service to meet your 
needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 

Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 


1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 

The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

[өэ] 221-2547 
ttp://www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading venue for the presentation of 
the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous 
audiences. 

See individual ads for venue 
(612) 244-4606 
www.brazentheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State and Pantages 
Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 673-0404 
www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 

panoramie views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and new work while sparking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Twin 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 

www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
nel 


hborhood. 
298) Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human 

Experience” - New and Rarely-Seen 

Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Мапзка, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 
www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multi-racial company, 
romotes cultural pluralism and 

individual equality through artistic 

excellence. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd larges? pan-Asian 

performing arts organization in the 
.S., and ïs home fo Theater Mu, ап 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

drumming group. 

355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

[551 789-1012 
ttp://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and ечисайопаГ 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224.4222 

www.ordway.org 

Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, M 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 М. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 
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Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Univērsity of Minnesota 
Theatre Arts and Dance 
Educating artists and audiences 
through a diverse mix o 
performances on both land and 
water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 624-2345 


www.theatre.umn.edu 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 


www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes резон action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. О. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin 
Republicans 

Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, 
www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 305-6900 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Churc 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 


celebrate and share the love of Christ. 


333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections 
and intimacy of a small church in a 
majestic space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, ММ 55101 

(651) 224-4728 
www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 


YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - 

Disciples of Christ 
Movement for Wholeness In A 

Fragmented World. 

2201 First Ave. 5. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With 
Hennepin's Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and More. 


Ж Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 
A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

ummit Ave 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 
Mayflower Community 
Congre-gational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes уоџ. 


06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

1-35 & Diamond Lake Ва.) 
inneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 

www.mayflowermpls.org 

New Harmony Church 

A new spirityal community at 

historic Wesley. Offering hope and 

encouragement to all реорје. Ап 

embracing congregation. Greg 

Renstrom, Minister. 

101 E. Grant St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Office: (612) 871-3585 

Pastor: (612) 886-2863 

Plymouth Congregational 

Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 

Progressive Christianity, тоа онај 

Setting & Service, Social Action, The 

Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Мапе Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 

Church with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATIO 

+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 

Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 

Church to the GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 

congregation welcoming "you" on 

God's journey of love and justice. 

900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 

www.SPUCConSummit.org 

Union Congregational United 

Church of Christ 

Socially and theologicall 
rogressive. Open and atining: А 

‘Post eace' church, founded in 1883. 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

ere Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 

The Kenwood Retirement 
Communi 

Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living 
and Short Term apartment rentals. 
825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Community Shares of 
Minnesota 

Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 

local organizations fighting for justice 


and equality. 
1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 


St.Paul, 
(651) 647-0440 
changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life 
better for our most vulnerable citizens 
since 1865. 

2485 Como Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 

www.Issmn.org/ 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town of 
afron, MN. . ee 
nique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 3 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! 
istoric Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 
Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater. MN 55082 
[651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
Your stories. Our setting. Like 
nowhere else. Door County, 
Wisconsin 

P.O. Box 406 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 

[808] 52-RELAX (7-3529) 
www.doorcounty.com 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Milwaukee 
648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 
Milwaukee, 


(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings "Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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(GIORGIO MORODER) MORODER 
PRESENTS 


NE Ar f. SUZANNE 


COLLINS 


IN 1984 ACADEMY AWARD' WINNER GIORGIO MORODER INTRODUCED 
FRITZ LANG'S CLASSIC VISION OF THE FUTURE TO A NEW GENERATION 


Zen Box Izakaya Gift Card, zenboxizakaya.com. Right around the corner from the Guthrie (hint hint), is a brand-new Japanese restaurant perfect for a 
post-theater nosh or foodie explorer's night out. Zen Box Izakaya, unique among local Japanese restaurants, offers a tasty array of Japanese comfort foods, 
like kara age (fried chicken) and their signature kim chee ramen 2. J&D's baconlube™ ($11.99), baconlube.com. If the crispy, meaty crunch of a plate full of 
bacon isn't enough to send your paramour into fits of porcine passion, the folks at J&D's have just the marital aid: baconlube. Yes, baconlube. As in, a per- 
sonal lubricant that smells and tastes of your favorite meat candy. Ooh la oink! 3. End of the Rainbow, Guthrie Theater ($29-67), guthrietheater.org, through 
March 11. Now's your chance to give the gift of a once-in-a-lifetime theatrical event. Award-winning British actress Tracie Bennett brings her Broadway- 
bound performance as Judy Garland in Peter Quilter's End of the Rainbow to the Guthrie. 4. Giorgio Moroder Presents Metropolis: Special Edition [Blu-ray] 
($20.99), amazon.com. Curl up with some bacon-flavored popcorn (J&D's sells that too and it's TOF: To Oink For) and pop in the newly re-mastered 1982 
Giorgio Moroder edited version of Metropolis, complete with 80s pop/rock soundtrack. Released for the first time on DVD/Blu-ray since it premiered, this 
classic sci-fi love story. 5. The Hunger Games ($5.39), amazon.com. Nothing says, “I love you" like a televised hunt to the death! I’m halfway through and 
І can't put The Hunger Games down! If your date is a sci-fi loving bookworm like me, | guarantee you'll get some action gifting this adventure trilogy. And 
best of all, it’s on its way to theaters! 6. Elephant POOPOOPAPER™ Roses Bouquet ($17.99), http://store.poopoopaper.com 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ra yA PE е р 


All male live chat 
EMPLOYMENT 


Experienced Server wanted, part- 
time. Small family owned restaurant in 
South Minneapolis. Prefer someone 


with experience, able to work a flexible М 
schedule and presentable. (612) 724- 

3088. 

| HOME FURNISHING | масАДМЕСОМ 


COTTAGE HOUSE • An Occasional Market 
• Next sale: HOME & CABIN! FEBRUARY 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, FRI - SUN 10am-6pm. 
e 4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


MEDIATION 


Patrick R. Burns, Atty., Mediator, 
Arbitrator: Private dispute resolution. 
Achieve legally enforceable results and 
peace through mediation or arbitration. 
Tel: (612) 875-1022. www.resolve.pro. 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


We walk dogs! Bark Avenue, Etc. Insured you r space 


and Bonded. Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 
(cats too!]. Energetic. Responsible. 
Flexible. www.barkavenueminneapolis. 5 

com. mb(dbarkavenueminneapolis.com. In t е 
(612) 423-4523. Twin Cities Metro Area. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Specialists in Women’s Issues for almost 
20 years. Self esteem, uncoupling, 
communication issues, depression, grief/ 
loss, family/ job stress, codependency, 
coming out, and more. Insurance/ sliding 
fee scale. SUZANNE KRAMER: (612) 275- 
2653, www.thegatecounseling.com. 


DIANA SNYDER, LICSW Psychodynamic contact 


and Eclectic/Creative approach. 22+ 
years. Individual and Family. Specializing 
in: anxiety, depression, relationships, 
self esteem. LGBT. Alternative lifestyles. 
Cultural diversity. English/Spanish. 
Uptown. (612) 272-6488. Snyder.tk. 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


To reserve 


st. paul 651.204.2211 brooklyn park 763.432.8080 
bloomington 952.818.8080 other cities 1.877.510.3344 


please 1.900.255.5757 $2s70omin hardlinechat.com lase € ^ £8 


RENTALS-RESIDENTIAL 


Suzanne Farrell 
One bedroom loft style Minneapolis 
apartment with concrete floors. Washer/ (61 2) 436-4699 


dryer, outdoor pool, 713 sq ft. $1475. 
(800) 787-4815. 


Uptown. One bedroom plus den. New 
hardwood floors and tons of amenities. 
$1700. (800) 787-4815. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour Massage 
$60.00. Shower Available. [612] 219- 
6743. 7 days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. 
Therapist: 5°10, 167#, 32 waist. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (а (612) 306-6323. 


ictions apply. 


A 


1l 


st. paul 651.204.2211 bloomington 952.818.8080 
brooklyn park 763.432.8080 other cities 1,87 7.510.9944 


1.900.255.5757 sosiioomin en E МАМ1іпе" 
Арр j 


hardlinechat.com Now powered by HARDLINE 
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How to Meet a Stranger 


PARENTS PROVIDE SOME helpful 
hints for navigating life; through their guid- 
ance, we learn how not to die. Like, you 
know, when they teach us to look both ways 
before crossing a street. Or to abstain from 
playing with fire and knives. Lessons we 
take to heart, and abide by in adulthood. 

But there is at least one lesson we learn 
as children that deserves repeal as an adult: 
Don't Talk to Strangers. Unfortunately, this 
also happens to be one to which we continue 
to adhere long after we leave the nest. 

We're conditioned from our earliest 
memories to avoid strangers. We shouldn't 
take candy from them, we shouldn't climb 
into their cars, and we sure as hell better not 
talk to them. To do so risks being sent to that 
awful land called Missing. 

"You see," mom tells you during an epi- 
sode of America's Most Wanted, “that’s what 
happens to kids when they talk to strangers. 
Тћеу go missing." 

"They go to Missing?" you ask, now terri- 
fied just before bedtime. 

"Yes, sweetie, they go missing. There's a 
lot of bad people out there. It's best not to 
risk it." 

And the night brings dreams of Strang- 
ers sweeping us off to Missing, the land of 
forgotten children, where who knows what 
happens to you-but whatever it is, it isn't 
good. Necessary advice when we're young. 

As an adult, however, this advice yields 


a negative effect. Keeping quiet around 
strangers as an adult prevents one from 
making crucial social connections. 

There are а lot of people who make the 
transition successfully-people we envy for 
amassing many close friends and big social 
networks. We call these people “outgoing” 
and “friendly.” As long as they’re tasteful in 
their approach, they’re the people we want to 
know-the fascinating and charming. 

But the rest of us are as reserved as 
we were when we were kids. Talking to a 
stranger on an elevator? Sinful. Striking up 
a conversation with the person next to you 
on a plane? Impolite. Engaging the sandwich 
artist at Subway? She doesn’t want to talk to 
you anyway. Right? 

And the bar scene, oh! Talking to strang- 
ers at the bar is the ultimate no-no. “He’s 
with his friends... He doesn’t want to be 
bothered... He probably wouldn't like me 
anyway,” you reason. 

Excuses. The REAL reason we don’t talk 
to strangers more often is because we're un- 
comfortable. Reckoning childhood philoso- 
phy, something bad will come of talking to 
strangers. The consequence: rejection, or, 
even worse, an awkward, forced conversa- 
tion. Best not to risk it. 

Hmm. What if... and bear with me here... 
what if we're wrong? What if an introduction 
to the guy at the bar led to a date, and the 
date led to a second, and the second led to 


a kiss, and the kiss.... you get my point. And 
what if it didn't? So what? We're left with ex- 
actly what we had to begin with. But if we 
choose NOT to speak to him, we'll never 
know. 

Same goes for friendship. If I stayed quiet 
the night I met my friend Ty just because I 
was in a room full of strangers, we wouldn't 
have become friends, and I would've missed 
out on who I now refer to as My Sister From 
Another Mister. 

Easier said than done? Yeah. We're social 
animals, and no one wants to feel rejected. 
What if he rejects you AND makes fun of you 
afterward for talking to him? Ouch. Good 
news here, folks: those instances are few 
and far between. Most people feel the same 
way we do. And even if they're assholes, we 
find out in a snap that they aren't worth our 
time anyway. 

So how do you meet a stranger? You try. 
My method: approach someone and say 
hello, pay them a quick compliment (“Love 
your shirt"), and assess if the conversation 
is worth pursuing. Yes, you may be rejected. 
But so were all those charismatic, popular 
people who have thriving social lives. The 
difference is resilience. Make one friend out 
of every 10 strangers you talk to, and you'll 
realize very quickly that 9 “No’s” are worth 
every moment. L1 


Facebook.com/JustinJonesWriter 
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I- 
Inspiring Hope. 
Changing Lives. 


Building 
Community. 


~ "| am committed to promoting financial wellness 
in our community. 


People of all incomes and situations trust LSS 
to help them break free of past debt and gain 
control of their finances - so they can have the 
future they want." 


Darryl Dahlheimer 
LSS Financial Counseling Service 
888-577-2227 


Adoption 

Caregiver Support 
Counseling 

Crisis Nurseries and Shelters 
Foster Care 

Debt Management 
Employment Services 
Financial Counseling 
Guardianship 

Homeless Youth Services 
Refugee Resettlement 
Services for People with Disabilities 
Services for Older Adults 
Senior Companions 

Senior Nutrition 

Support Groups 

Transitional Housing 
Veteran Services 


Lutheran Social Service 
27 of Minnesota 


for changing lives 


Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota is committed to the 
vision that all people have the opportunity to live and work in 
community with dignity, safety and hope. 


frat 


Italian for “Oh, it’s SO fabulous” 


True Zero Lease for 5229/т0 


42 months - 12,000 miles per year - MN Tax and Lic included - MSRP $16,350 


Fiat of Bloomington 
8033 Knox Ave. S. 
Bloomington 
952-367-4300 


Brookdale Fiat 
7417 Brooklyn Blvd. 
Brooklyn Park 
763-222-2600 


FiatMinneapolis.com 


